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But the captain 


Communications. | the other part by French landsmnen. 
—— Intends to convey a sneer, and the idea that Ameri- 
THE AMERICAN NAVY AND BRITISH cans would not have had the “ British courage” to 
CRITICS. have stood down boldly in the bull-dog style of the 


It cannot escape the notice of those who are in the 
habit of reading English publications, especially on 
naval subjects, that opportunity is ever sought to cast 
the most illiberal and unmanly reflections on the Ame- 
rican character. The author of the Review of Coop- 
er’s Naval History (which appeared in the United 
Service Journal) commences by paying a tribute to 
the gallant bearing of the American navy at all times, 
especially during the war with Great Britain, and 
then, as if surprised into the concession, devotes the 
residue of his time to prove the encomiums were 
false and unmerited. The fact is, those vain and 
jealous people find themselves in a painful dilenma— 
one which compels them, though sorely against their 
will, to concede some little skill and courage to our 
officers and men, by way of accounting for and palli- 
ating the signal defeats which they sustained in al- 


most every encounter that took place between ships | 


of the two nations during the late war. It is well, 
however, their anger so frequently gets the better of 
their discretion ; otherwise the young American offi- 
cer might be deceived by their duplicity, as they 
could not, without these occasional exhibitions of 
their real feelings, believe it possible that such hypo- 
crisy could exist among a people certainly brave in 
war, and whom, from consanguinity, they would de- 
sire to respect. Under existing circumstances, how- 
ever, it is the duty of every American officer to bear 
continually in mind the fact, that the generality of 
that nation, especially its officers, are their implaca- 
ble foes; and although this knowledge should not 
prevent the extension to thein of every hospitality 
when thrown together, and those courtesies whic 

entlemen do not withhold even from the unworthy, 

ey should be ever on their guard against surprise. 
The severe blow given to their pride during the late 
war, is not to be forgiven, nor is it asked at their 
hands; neither can we expect from their character 
the magnanimity to defer their resentment until an 
open and manly opportunity occurs for its display, an 
opportunity which I imagine will be met with as 
much satisfaction on this side of the water as on the 
other. 

I was led to these remarks by the frequent mani- 
festations of this unmanly propensity in the United 
Service Journal, a sialon’ professedly devoted to 
the interests of both branches of their service, and 
which, it is but fair to infer, is the organ of their 
sentiments. Jf the inference is just, every liberal 
mind must award them i‘s entire cantempt. 

In a work published by Capt. W. N. Glaseock, It. 
N. entitled ‘Naval Service, or Officers’ Manual,” 
he, too, must also have a distant shot at the Ameri- 
cans. In speaking of the battle off Trafalgar, and 
answering in a very silly manner some judicious 
strictures on that event which appear in the valuable 
work of Sir Charles Eakins, he points out a third 
manner in which the ‘‘ combined fleet” might have 
been assailed: namely, by, standing to the south-east 


until the attacking fleet had gained what “ tacticians | 


call the point of impunity,” that is, the position from 
which the enemy could have been approached with- 
out risk to the assailants; and adds, “ in this manner 
it is ‘ probable’ an American fleet would have ap- 
proached its enemy.” It is highly ‘probable’ this 
would have been the most judicious mode (especially 
with little wind) of attacking any other than a fleet, 

art of which was manned by miserable Spanish mu- 
teers, driven from the markets and streets of Cadiz; 





“immortal Nelson.” Did the captain ever know, I 
would ask, an American to avoid close action? En- 
,quire of Dacres (who was to leeward) why the Ame- 
|rican was compelled to make sail under his fire to 
close? which circumstance Sir Howard Douglas, in 
his work on gunnery, attempts to get over in a very 
Indicrous manner. Sir Howard styles the wearing of 
\the Guerriere, to avoid being closed, “a 

counter maneuvre to avoid being raked”!!! and admits 
|“ tt operated against closing,” (a wonderful admission 
jtruly) and then finishes by finding fault with the 
powder. He says, also, “the American stated the 
Guerriere’s shot fell short.” Now this may have been 
occasioned by the too great distance from which they 
were fired, as well as by the bad quality of the pow- 
der. But to such contemptible shifts are they reduced 
to avoid the acknowledgment that they. were: fairly 
beaten. If the truth is disagreeable, why not hold 
their peace? We are perfectly satisfied on the sub- 
ject. The facts are, whenever the Americeans had the 
| choice of distance, the actions were fought ¢lose ; 
on the contrary, when the English had the weather- 
gauge, they contended at long shot until they were 
crippled, which enabled the Keseieane to close and 
decide the conflict. In attempting to disprove these’ 
facts, they involve themselves in the most contradic- 
tory absurdities. 

But to return to the “ glorious victory of Trafalgar.” 
Let us suppose the ships to leeward had belonged to 
the cautious Americans, and Lord Nelson had stood 
down on them, in a line ahead, with a four knot 
breeze. I would ask what it is “ probable” would 
have been his fate if the fire from them had only ap- 
proximated to the precision ef that under which so 
many of their ships fell during the late war?. or that 
of Lord Collingwood, (by far the most estimable 
man, as well as better officer and seaman,) who, after 
standing slowly down and closing, was engaged by a 
three-decker, on his larboard side, a two-decker on ~ 
his starboard bow, and another on his star 

uarter? In this position he remained unsupported 
or thirty minutes! (we have known their es to 
be ee by an American of equal force-in ones 
third of that time.) Suppose, for a moment, his op- 

nents had been Americans. It is “probable” his 
ordship (whom every good and brave man delights 
to honor) would not have been kept on that station 
until he was worn to death, because there was nof 
an admiral to be found on the list capable of relieving 
him. It is very probable that great and good man 
would have been spared the pains of a lingering death. 

The English should remember, amidst their gascon- 
ade and boasting, that «the glorious victory of Tra- 
falgar” was obtained over ships manned with sea-sick 
landsmen ; that most of their actions, so celebrated 
in song, ewe much to the embellishment of their poets. 
In matter of fact prose, they were very indecisive, 
although opposed to enemies inferior as seamen. 
The actions between Sir Edward Hughes and Mons. 
Soulfrien, who was a sailor, were always drawn bat- 
tles, resulting to the prejudice of the English. The 
‘brilliant maneuvre” of Sir Samuel Hood, off St. 
Christopher’s, which succeeded against De Grasse, 
would not be tried with the French Marine of the 
present day, nor with “ Brother Jonathan;” nether 
will they again practise Trafalgar tactics. _The next 
naval war in which Great Britain isengaged will no.. 
it is “ probable,” afford so prolific a theme for their 
poets as did those in which they were formerly en 
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aged with the powers of Europe. In the meantime, 
et them pursue their unmanly course in perfect se- 
curity. e will not wage a war of words with them. 

Next to the national trait of vanity, follows their 
unparaileled ignorance, even of their own naval his- 
tory; and if one could be surprised at any degree of 
ignorance in an Englishman, it would be at such 
assertions as those made by Capt. Glascock and oth- 
ers on important points: namely, that the ‘* Culloden” 

rounded in leading the British fleet into Aboukir 

ay. We know that the Golich led, followed by the 
Zealous. The Culloden was hull down astern, ran 
on shore in the dark, and served as a beacon to the 
Swiftsure and Alexander, that did not get in until 
late, in consequence of having been to leeward, look- 
ing into Alexandria. The absurd story of the Se- 
rieuse, French frigate, having been sunk on that oc- 
casion by one broadside from the Orion, has been 
often repeated, and recently in great triumph by Coap- 
er’s reviewer. But, as Capt. Glascock would ‘ pro- 
bably’’ say, ‘tell that story to the marines.”* In shovi, 
these people are so much in the habit of extolling 
themselves, and traducing the character of other na- 
tions, that I suppose it will be considered worse than 
profanity to say, except off St. Vincent’s, Nelson nev- 
er displayed much more than the courage which be- 
longs to all of S:xon origin, Engaging on the inside 
of, and doubling the French at Aboukir, was con- 
ceived and executed by Capt. Foley in the Goliah, 
followed by Hood in the Zealous. The first that an- 
chored outside was Nelson in the Vanguard. Be- 
ing doubled and trebled on at Trafaigar, was certainly 
no proof of genius, although it was suilered by the 
fleet under the command of Nelson. 

As to the <‘aptain’s book, it was designed solely 
for the Royal Navy, and contains much practical in- 
formation. The articles contributed, as weil as those 
that are borrowed, deserve particular attention. I 
would, however, observe, an American Captain would 
alter the lead of “ main buntlines” without the finesse 
recommended as advisable in the British navy. The 
interesting chapter on “Women alongside,” and the 
very ‘“‘curious colloguy in Plymonth Sound,” will be 
appreciated by those for whom they were intended. 

At some other leisure moment I inay probably eéx- 
amine into the merits of those famous battles, for 
which British heroes were knighted; although, per- 
haps, not one drop of British blood was shed in the 
encounters. I conclude, at present, by saying, let us 
keep up to the standard of 1812, that should another 
war take place between the nations, we may again 
convince those libellers, that abuse in time of peace, 
of those with whom they may come in contact in war, 
will not contribute to their success; and should they 
be defeated, it will again expose them to the scorn 
and derision of the brave of all nations. C. 


NAVAL ACADEMY. . 

The system of education which has heretofore been 
adopted for the grade of oilicers, entitled midshipmen, 
if it can be called a system, is one which has so far 

roduced no very happy results. It can be much 
improved, and in doing so it will not be necessary to 
search for new methods ; we can find enough already 
adopted, on which we can base a very good institu- 
tion. I will briefly lay before you the system at West 
Point, and those of other countries, comparing thei 
with that adopted by the navy. 

In the first place, to commence with the naval sys- 
tem. The necessary qualifications for an aspirant 
after naval honors are moral character, and fourteen 
years of age; ( agreeably to a late regulation, he can- 
not enter over 16; but heretofore they entered the na- 
vy from 14 to 30.) After having served in the ca- 

acity of a midshipman five years, and at sea three, he 
comes entitled to an examination. To pass that 
examination, he must have merely a superficial know: 
ledge of mathematics, navigation, seamanship, and 
practical surveying. If he passes this examination, 





Sears > 


he is entitled to receive the commission of lieutenant. 


His pay as midshipman at sea is $400 per annum, on 
leave of absence $300. To acquire tle necessary in- 
formation to pass his examination, he is left almrost to 
his own resources, which of course are very limited. 
At the West Point Academy, a lad who presents him- 
self for admission must pass an examination prior to 
his entrance. This examination is on such qualifica- 
tions as any lad of 16 can acquire: they are, a know- 
ledge of the first four rules of arithmetic, to write a 
legible hand, and some knowledge of English gram- 
mar. An applicant for admission in the navy may be 
as ignorant on these subjects as the animals lately 
im ported in the Constitution. I have known lads en- 
ter the navy who could neither write a legible hand, 
spell correctly, or had any Knowledge of a single rule 
in arithmetic. 

The cadet at West Point is expected to have a 
thorough knowledge of the higher branches of science 
before he can be admitted into the army; he must 
know how to build a fort, before he can command it; 
he is not only taught to drill the soldier and manage 
acompany, but to maneuvre anarmy. The navy 
officer is taught the management ofa single ship, but 
the management of a fleet is not considered as a part 


of his education. The plans and constructions of 


forts are required from the army officer; and why 
should not the same knowledge of his profession be 
taught the navy officer? I will venture to assert, 
without the fear of contradiction, that there are not 
ten officers of the navy who perfectly comprehend 
the science of naval tactics; nor five who can plan 
and build a frigate. 

Let us now compare the American midshipmen 
with those of other countries. 

In the Dutch navy, he must learn two foreign lan- 
guages, become acquainted thoroughly with gunnery, 
ship-building, naval tactics, grammar, and the history 
and constitution of his own country, embracing trea- 
ties of the existing times, and the laws of nations. 
On all these subjects he must pass an examination. 
The means employed to enable him to obtain this in- 
formation are a government school, $250 salary, sub- 
sistence, and clothes. 

The English system differs a little from the Dutch. 
An aspirant must have @ good practical English edu- 
cation; his parents must allow him £60 per annum, 
to assist in his education ; his salary from government 
£60: in all about $600. Their term of service is four 
years, when they are promoted to a mate, which an- 
swers to the grade of passed midshipmen with us. 

The French and Dutch systems are nearly the 
same; the pay of the former $250, subsistenee, and 
clothes. In the French navy the esperens, having 
passed an examination, is promoted to an ensign ; un- 
dergoing a second examination, he is promoted to the 
rank of lieutenant of a sloop of war, then lieutenant 
of a line-of-battle-ship, commander, captain, rear, vice 
and full admiral. All nations have these necessary 
grades, or their equivalents; and I eould never see 
any good reason why they should not be established 
in our navy. But let us return to the grade of mid- 
shipmen. 

Whenever a gentleman contemplates the educa- 
lion of his son, he sends him first to a preparatory 
school, then to college. For whatever profession may 
be selected for him, he is first taught the higher 
branches of knowledge before he eommences the stu- 
dies of that profession—either law, medicine, or di- 
vinity. We will place the cost of his education at its 
minimum, including clothes and support, say $600 
per annum. ‘The average pay of a midshipman is 
only $300 ; this is to clothe, support and educate him; 
and then you throw him nearly on his own resources, 
with a mind not sufficiently organized to direct the 
manner in which he shall begin his education. 

In all professions the student is first taught theory, 
then the practice. Not so in the navy; he is first 
taught the practice, then the theory. We commence 
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at the tail of our profession, and learn backwards? 
the young officer is taught to manage a ship, practi- 
cally but not theoretically, or causes and effects ; and 





ledge of the country and enemy should have taught 
him the impracticability of it. In doing so, it was 
carrying out the plans given him without the neces- 


this results from the want of a primary naval school. |sary aid. No one knew it better than he did, which 
You will note that the term of service for a midship-| he more than once complained of; and it resulted in 
man in foreign navies does not exceed four years ; yet} a bill to increase the force to 1,600, (placed on better 
the acquirements are of a higher order in other navies | footing than those who had toiled for yeats in this 


than in ours. At West Point the term of scholastic | 
service is four years, and it is not found a difficult 
matter for young men to obtain in that period the} 
highest point of attainments required by the regula- 
tions of the institution. It would therefore be saying | 
very little for the American youths who enter the| 
navy, if they could not acquire in six years, with 
proper oppeseme*, a knowledge obtained by youths | 
in foreign navies in four. 


purpose of a naval academy; it will only be requi- 
site for Congress to pass a law making the establish- 
ment permanent, and not depending upon the breath 
of the Secretary of the Navy. The asylum at Phila- 
delphia has been placed under the charge of a post 
captain, on the same footing with Greenwich Hospi- 
tal, ( England.) The asylum is spacious, and has 
room not only for its present purpose, but also for 
the one here proposed. We have, already commis- 





Sioned, a few mathematicians, who could be trans- 
ferred to the asylum. 


into full operation at once. 


Books, instruments, &c. could | 
be purchased at a trifling expense, and the school go} 


Territory) and to be commanded by subalterns, pro- 
moted over the heads of meritorious officers who had 
been longer in service than they had seen years. This 
was the assistance promised. . , 
Ir concentrating troops at Fort King should result 
in any thing better than filling our hospitals, besides 
disabling more horses, and destroying more baggage 
trains than have been during the whole of the last 


| winter’s campaign, I shall be agreeably wry Srna 
It will not be necessary to erect buildings for the | but time will show. 


An enemy cannot be taken 
who finds food where night overtakes him, when our 
troops are compelled to retrace theif steps for stores ; 
neither can he be subdued by volunteers, whose lives 
are so valuable that their General thinks the loss of 
one of his neighbors would be worth more than the 
whole of Sam Jones’s warriors. Such men are fit 
subjects to take up aris for political effect, at the ex- 
pense of the nation. 

When the whites will consent to live as the Indians 
do, move as they do, untrammelled by baggage trains, 
but aided by depots, properly located through the 
country, and to treat the enetny with the same severi- 


We would then rear up| ty as our men, women and children have been treated, 


a body of officers who would hereafter be an orna-/| for the last four years by them, then may these ruth- 


ment to the American navy. This should, in my 
opinion, be the first step taken towards a reorganiza- 
tion of the navy. Withthe advantages resulting from 
an establishment of this kind, the present pay of the 
midshipman would be ample for all his wants; but 
under existing circumstances it is entirely inadequate 
to carry on his education and support him. 
the mental qualifications of this grade, and in a few 
years a corresponding improvement will be seen 
throughout the navy. R. L. D. 





FLORIDA WAR. 
Tampa Bay, Fort Brooxe, June 24, 1840. 
Mr. Epitor: A correspondent of the Chronicle, 
ftom Garey's Ferry, in No. 21, has discovered that the 


less bands of savages be driven fiom the Territory of 
Florida, and not before. CANARD. 


NOTES AND REMINISCENCES 
OF AN OFFICER OF THE ARMY.—wNO. IV. 
The comiander of Fort Crawford fitted me out 





Improve | liberally ; gave me two more boats, one of which had 


been made as comfortable as possible for a lady, 
(bless them! they are the source of all that’s good,) 
and luckily there were ten disciplined soldiers to go 
up. To crown all, I was intrasted with a month 
mail bag, tied up, the papers and periddicals of which 
I was recommended to read. I dare say I felt, the 
first day, as pleased and comfortable as a new made 
commodore. 


square and ‘post system is an ineffectual one, and| The scenery grows still more interesting as we 
lavishes much praise on the present commanding|aseend beyond the mouth of the Wisconsin; the 
general for his “ clear-sightedness,” in adopting the | bluffs, or small mountains, always rising from the 
concentration of a large body of troops at Fort King.| water on one side or the other, assume a thousand 
He furthermore thinks, that should the troops not ex-| picturesque shapes; somé are clothed with forests, 
erience a more unhealthy summer than the preeed- | others with grass—are now rocky, and again are per- 
a one, a favorable result may be expected.. Does | fectly smooth. Perfect cones are to be seen, and then 
the writer give this information from his knowledge; two such, connected by grassy plains. Frequently 
of the health of the army last season? or is it merely | the interior structure of rock is exposed by the action 
to puff the movements of some favorite colonel or|of rains, and appears regular walls with intervals, 
commander, in the anticipation of what is hoped to and, like falling, terrace gardens, seems the work of 
be the result of recent changes. | art. 
| It seemed that all the millions of migrating waters 





If the troops in Florida could have been as fortu-|_ : 
nate as this correspondent probably was, in getting to | fowls passed me in review ; they appeared to follow 
some healthy city, he ¢ould with propriety have spo- | the course of the river, and [ ascertained, I thought, 
ken of their heaith. Last summer is acknowledged | that they stopped regularly at nightfall. How many 
by all to have been a trying season on the whole | camps a squadron of them would make from the Lake 
army. At Fort White, when that com:mand was paid | of the Woods to the Balize, was not so easily settled ; 
in July, it was done at the hospital ; and inthe month | but our repose was frequently disturbed by the deaf- 
of September there were better than nine hundred | ening clatter of thousands of geese, that chanced to 
cases out of about 25 hundred. Any impartial man | take their rest in some neighboring slough. 





may new judge-of the health, and decide what was to 
be expected from last summer’s campaign. It will be 
recollected that General Tayior approved of the sys- 
tem, which the writer complains of, as being found by 
experience to be so injudicious. To condemn the 
course which that General pursued, is to be expected 
from Black Creek ; but impartial writers will admit, 
that he effected more with less means, to bring this 
war to aclose, than any General, who preceded him 
or may come hereafter. 

If General Taytor erred, it was in trying to end 
the war with an insufficient force, when his know- 


I encamped one evening”in a natréw but lovely 


ivalley between a towering, massive bluff, covered 


with oaks, and a lofty prairie hill, suth as has been 
described. After night I walked to its top; the moon 
was just full, and a long path of smooth water shone 
with its reflected light. Very far, on either hand, the 
river was seen amidst the hills which it reflected like 
a polished mirror. The valley, too, wound in gentle 
curves to the rear, its smooth sides softened by the 
mellow light until the eye could follow no further. 
My little camp was out of sight and forgotten, and 





after a long view, full of admiration, a sense of utter 
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loneliness crept over me, and added to the excite- 


ment of many rushing thoughts. I felt like a wan- 
dering being, cast upon a new world, and surveying 
from its summits beautiful but lifeless regions. The 
rustling of a gust of wind made me aware how awful 
a silence had reigned ; it seemed the voice of a spirit, 
umeasy at the first intrusion of a mortal. [ could 
hear the beatine of my heart; the spell which bound 
me became painful, and [ ran at speed along the nar- 


cold; the water froze upon the oars. We arrived in 
the river above soon after sunrise, landed and took 
breakfast. 

When my men flagged, and the progress was slow 
and weary, it was my custom on this voyage, to make 
long races, offering for prize an extra gill of whiskey 
to the crew of the successful boat. To judge from 
their extraordinary exertions, a greater prize could 
not have been olfered ; it was a double stimulant. 


row summit; I stopped, and would have uttered a} On the 2d of November I arrived, all well, at Fort 
ery, but in very truth my voice refused to obey me ;}| Snelling. F.R.D. 
but with a great effort it came forth, so unnatural and | geen: 
shrill that it seemed a mockery. I rushed down from 4 
this hill, where white maa had never trod before, 
and was in the midst of those beings plainly insensi- 
ble to the stamp of quiet beauty on all around—the 
rugged pioneers in these new regions of a race who 
would willingly mar it all, and plant here, too, the 
seeds of care, of strife, and of misery. TRIAL OF COMMODORE ELLIOTT. 
Nature, like the character of man is full of contrasts;} Frrpay, June 5.—The Court met pursuant to ad- 
the elements are often stilled, as here, in the calm! journment of yesterday. Present, all its members, the 
repose of beauty, to soothe and soften our earthly | Judge Advocate, and Com. Elliott. The proceedings 
passions, and anon are stirred up to fearful conflict, | of yesterday were read by the Judge Advocate. 
and, seeming to threaten the world with wreck, in-| Nicholas Sieinbow, recalled.—William Redfieid, who 
spire man with the dignity of strong emotion and testified before the Court of Inquiry, left here in the 
lofty thought. | Dale as a marine, with me; I do not know where he 
The next evening I was tempted by a favorable! now is ; he was transferred on board the Jaya, flag 
wind to ease the labor of much rowing, and sail long ship. [Mr. Dallas here offered a paper, asking, as 
after night. AsI advanced I found the prairies of he had shown that Mr. Melville and Mr. Redfield, 
all the surrounding country to be on fire. It was a! who had testified before the Court of Inquiry, were 
dark and cloudy night, the winds blew boisterously— | absent and beyond the control of the accused, that the 
the world seemed on fire, and there was a lurid re-' evidence, as then given by them and recorded, should 
flection of flames from water and cloud, and tossed be read in evidence on this tral. The Court gave its 
columns of smoke; it was awful. On, on, we sailed,' assent, and it was accordingly read. That of Red- 
in spell-bound silence, but scarce knew whither, my : field was, that he knew of a number of animals hav- 
little fleet, now seen, and now disappearing, like ing been brought home by Com. Rodgers. The evi- 
toms in the horrible obscurity. How many ' dence of Melville was, that a flag tent had been made 
eautiful objects of sublimity! the storm contending on board the Constitution for Capt. Boerum and Lt. 
with the waters, and darkness with the dreary light Bullus, which they took to Damascus; it was return- 
of a general conflagration ! ed to the ship again. ‘The evidence of Michael John- 
At one point we saw a long momntain bluff, which | son, given before the Court of Inquiry, was also read 
was partially separated from a lofty prairie hill, shap-| from the minutes of the Court of Inquiry; it was, 
ed like a sugar loaf, by a narrow and precipitous ra- | that a sword had been presented by the crew of the 
vine. The bluffs had been charred black as a coal, | frigate Guerriere to Com. McDonough, as a token ot 
but so lately that spots of fire still shone, brighter and | regard, after he was arrested.) 
scarce larger than stars ; the ravine, its steep sides} Chaplain Walter Colton, sworn.—I have been at- 
densely timbered, was like a blazing furnace; the! tached to the naval service about ten years, in the 
s of the conical hill adjoining was just on fire,' capacity of chaplain; the sloop of war Vincennes, 
and the flames ascended in graceful spiral curves to under the command of Capt. Shubrick, and to which 
the top! This is an accurate description of the most | I was attached, leaving New York for the West India 
singular contrasts and beautiful sight I ever beheld.’ station, took on board Gov. Von Sholten, of the island 
I had never imagined mountains in masquerade ; but! of Santa Cruz, and his suite, and two or three horses 
here was one by which nreur was accurately typified. | belonging to the Governor, all of whom and which we 
It came on to rain very hard; it was mid-night,| left at the island of Santa Cruz, on our passage out. 
and the darkness became palpable. I steered, I knew | To the best of my recollection the animals were placed 
not whither, but to touch land. We did so, and as| in stalls under the forecastle; their accommodation re- 
we afterwards found, on an island ; it was covered with! quired, I believe, the temporary displacement of one 
rushes, those vegetable files, which set my teeth on| or two of the forward guns. 
edge to think of. My recruits spent some hours in| Charles Paul, sworn.—I was an ordinary seaman 
kindling a fire, but, wrapped in my cloak, I resigned | on board of the Constitution during her cruise in the 
self to sleep in the bottom of my boat. ‘Mediterranean. I joined her in 1834, and left her in 
e lay a day, wind-bound, at the foot of Lake| 1838. I was on deck when Chaplain Lambert left 
Pepin. This is an enlargement of the river, about | the ship in the harbor of Suda; the foresail and main- 
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twenty-seven miles long and from two to four broad ;| sail were hauled up, and the maintopsail back to the 


it is very dec, and is bounded by mountains and! mast. I was one of the subscribers to the present ol 
rocky shores ; it is subject to high winds, and lefty | plate to Com. Elliott; I subseribed $2; my reason 
waves and sunken rocks render it dangerous. While | for subseribing was, that some of the merchant ships 
staying here, I witnessed (and was exposed to some | brought newspapers out, in which the commodore was 
danger from) the burning of a ‘prairie bottom,” the | characterized as a tyrant. It was that which induced 
grass of which was very tall and luxuriant. I have; the ship’s company to get up a subscription to present 
read a description, (I believe in “The Prairie” )| the commodore with plate, or something that would 
which is very accurate, of its wonderful rapidity ; the | show the people of the United States that the crew 
flame leaping forward, the stems of great weeds ex-| did not so consider him. The plate; four pieces, two 
ploding like pee shots, &c. tureens, a pitcher and. waiter, came on board at Lis- 
The wind lulled at sunset, and the reputation of the | bon, and was set out on the berth deck for the crew 

_ lake for boisterous weather being such, I determined |to'look at. There was an inscription upon it, but I 
to row through in the night. So, hoisting a licht in| cannot now-repeat what it was. The crew made no 
my boat, in which I had a Creole pilot, we took our|complaint of the animals being on board, or that in 
eeparture. A long and dreary night it was, and very | consequence they were deucivet of their usual mes- 
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sing and berthing places. There was plenty of room ont by the crew of the ship ; many things were order- 
to hang their hammocks up. The crew had permis- ‘ed to be left on board by Com. Warrington, the com- 


sion to mess as far aft as the cabin door, but were for- | mandant of the station. 


bid te do so by Lieut. Bullus, who said that they made 
too much noise there. I went ashore at Ha:npton; I 


was one of the men in the life boat: Mr. Wager was | 


the officer of the boat. In the evening, when we 
went on shore, we were the last boat with the ani- 
mals; we asked Mr. Wager if we could have some 
He then sent John Alexander up wilh a bue- 
ket, who returned with it nearly full. Mr. Wager 
and the pilot went to the hotel, where they staid about 


ror 
fTos. 


two hours. While they were gone, one of the men 
went and got another bucket of liquor, and set it in 
the bows of the boat. When Mr. Wager and the 


pilot came to the boat they were both drunk; when] 
went on board I sat on the larboard side, on the sp: 


trs 


I had not sat there long when three of the men came | 


along with Ennis and gave him to Mr. Steele who 
was officer of the deck, and told him te keep hii aft. 

Charles Robinson, sworn. I aim not attached to the 
naval service at present; 1 was, in 1538, a passed 
midshipman ; I joined the Constitution off Craney is 
land, standing up for Norfolk, on the Ist of Aucust, 
1338; I went down in the steamboat to meet her; I 
was in the cabin with Com. Elliott, at the time Capi. 
Boerym came to report that the nen wished to ge on 
shore, as their time was out. They had some little 
conversation on the men’s leaving the ship before 
every thing was secure; but it was decided that they 
had no right to detain them, and Com. Elliott gave 
the captain orders to let them go. The captain said 
that they had better not let them have the ship’s boats, 
that they could not spare the ship’s hands; to which 
the commodore at the time assented. He directed 
the captain to say to them that he regretted he coul 
not take leave of them in person, some members of 
his family being on board—but to say to them that he 
was pleased with their general conduct, and should 
be pleased to hear of their doing well. This is the 
substance of what he said. I afterwards saw the men | 
had the boats of the ship—the commodore at the time 
was on deck, and may have given the order for them 
so to do. ‘ 

James Arginbeau, sworn.—J was in the service of) 
Com. Elliott, at Mahon, and have remained so ever) 
since. I cannot tell exactly how far the animals were 
kept ont of town, at Mahen, but I think about four | 
miles; I have forgotten the name of the place. ‘The 
iarmer took care of them, for which Com. Elliott paid 
him about $600. I was at home when the farmer | 
came to get his pay; it was about a month before the 
ship sailed. Sansone was the commodore’s steward 
for a month or two before the ship left Mahon. Mi-| 
chael Deteras came home in the ship, as the comino-| 
dore’s steward. Gomille had been out of the commo- 
dore’s service, as steward, twenty months, when the 
ship left Mahon to come to this country. James Go- | 
mille was stationed, afier he left the commodore and) 
before the ship sailed, at the navy yard. I do not re- 
member that it was just after the ship returned with 
Gen. Cass to Mahon. I was born at Mahon. 

Capt. Zantzinger, sworn.—I am a captain of the 
navy of the United States, and have been attached to 
the service 30 odd years. When the Constitution ar- 
rived in this country, in July, 1838, 1 was commander 
at the navy yard, Norfolk. She was delivered over 
to me after her cruise in the Mediterranean, by Capt. 
Boerum ; the date I do not recollect. I wenton board 
and received her from him. She was in very fine 
order when I received her; a survey was held, and 
the ship thoroughly examined and found to require 
but very trifling repairs. I perceived no marks of 
the ship’s having brought over animals; no stains 
upon the decks, nor tufts of hair on the stancheons. 

he appearance of the paint on the gun deck was 
very good. The guns, the carriages, and the whole 
battery of the ship I considered in very good order. 
All that was ordered to be taken out of her was taken 








The crew of the ship were 
paid off at the navy yard; their conduct and depor- 

‘inent was very orderly. . 
|. Lrederick Mermier, sworn.—t am not now attached 
to the naval service; I am a native of this city and 
reside here; Tam a sailmaker by trade and-have béen 
foreman for John Cromwell; I was attached to the 
| Constitution during her cruise in the Mediterranean; 
I joined - her in March, 1835, at New York, and was 
in her when she brought Mr. Livingston home, and 
returned in her te the Mediterranean station, and con- 
tinued with her until she arrived at Norfolk in 1888; 
I was sailmaker’s mate; the charge annexed to the 
record against Cora. Eliott of one bolt of saileloth, 
No. 6, for making a tent, was made up for Capt. Boe- 
rum and the officers; the sailmaker ordered me to 
make if; a square tent was made for Gov. Cass out of 
French duck, for which two bolts came on board at 
Marseilles, containing in each bolt 93 or 94 yards; 
that was Goy. Cass’s private property; the tent was 
for Goy. Cass, and T expect Com. Elliott used 
it; he travelled with Gov. Cass; the next charge of 
veral bags in the account, were bags for what ts 
called camp stools and one bag to put the tentin; the 
bags for helsters were made for Gov. Cass and his 
aids; the orders reached me from the sailmaker to 
linake thein; the old canvass charged to Com. Elliott 
Department and was made into bags 
iay, and as they were emptied. were re- 
urned to me again by a man of the name of Gage, the 
hostler; it had been previously used as a topsail of the 
Shark; it was flax and cotton mixed; the canvass that 
was used for slings was likewise returned to me, and 
when I left the ship at Norfolk they were lying along- 
side of the sailroom. I subscribed to present Com. 
Elliott with a service of plate in consequence of his 
good conduct towards the crew, and because I saw in 
the public papers that he was characterized as a tyrant 
Is the crew, as well as to show the citizens of 


towards 
the United States that he did not deserve the character 


an 
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icame from the 
se 
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given him; the men would not sign the paper that 
first came out toreship; the second paper I signed to 


remain with Com. Elliott during the cruise, and to be 
discharged on our arrival at the first port in the United 


| States. 


Cross-examined by the Judge Advocate.—I cannot 
state on what day I reshipped; it. must have been 
about September, 1837; it was at Port Mahon. 

Thomas Wells, recalled.—I travelled with Capt. Bo- 
erum to Damascus; the tent we used on the journey 
thence and back was made on board the ship. 

Cross-examined by the Judge Advocate-—This was in 
the year 1837. 

Thomas B. Jacobs, sworn.—I am a farmer, though 
not now engaged at farming; I reside on a farm in 
Lancaster county, at Churchtown; I know that a 
number of the animals brought home by Com. Elliott 
are distributed, some in Missouri, one in Tennessee, 
one in charge of Mr. Forsyth, intended for Georgia, 
and two in this State, jacks; there may be some in 
Virginia; they are distributed principally breedingon 
shares; the one half of several of them have been dis- 
nosed of; for those that are breeding on shares,Com. 
Elliott has received no profit, excepta trifling amount 
from two animals in Carlisle ; on those sold he has re- 
ceived something; Com. Elliott brought home seeds 
of varius kinds that were distributed in various parts 
of the United States; I received as a present from 
Com. Elliott two hogs said to be from Spain, several 
Assyrian sheep; a number of chickens, remarkable for 
the size of their ees 3 a goat and three dogs; he also 
presented to Mrs. Jacobs, my wife and his daughter, 
an Arabian mare; I, as a farmer, as well as farmers 
generally, esteem the animals alluded to as valuable. 

A circular from Mr. Southard was here read and 
annexed to the record. It had relation to the enilist- 
ment of seamen and the manner they were to be treat- 


* ee she seat i 


_ decision, that the paper introducing the letter and 
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ed in case their times should expire abroad and they 
should refuse .to enlist. A similar circular was also 
read from the Hon. Levi Woodbury. 

Cam. Elliott here offered a written paper, asking 
permission to have the }etter of Gey. Obregon, the 
Governor of the island of Minorea, detailing alf the 
circumstances attending the diilicutty between Com. 
Elliott and Lieut. Hiinter, read and placed upon the 
record. The leiter is translated in these words -— 

( TRANSLATION.) 
Manon, 235th Dec. 1857. 

Sir: In consequence of the letter which your Ex- 
eellency has been pleased to address me, under date 
of 26th inst. and of the conference I have had with the 
consu} of the nation to which you have the honor to 
belong, If ought to manifest to you, that on the after- 
noon in the month of April last, when a pony race 
took place in the read to Villa Castos, I was on the 
spot where a dispute took place between Mr. Hunter 
and another gentleman, both officers belonging to the 
ship under the worthy command of your I:xceilency, 
and on observing the warmth with which they dis- 
puted, I considered it iny duty to be in observation, in 
case. the affair might produce disagreeable results, and 
require my interference; but your Excellency pre- 
sented yourself opportunely, spoke to the said Mr. 
Hunter, and as far as I could comprehend, ordered 
him to proceed on board, indicating to him with the 
cane you carried in your hand, the road he ought to 
follow; by which means your Excellency probably 
prevented a quarrel] between the two above mentioned 
officers, and which might have included some others, 
as generally happens when a chief of little energy 
does not interpose with his reflection or authority to 
calm the fieriness of youth. Your Excellency in this 
case exercised, in my opinion, the duties of a chief 
who endeavored to prevent a disagreeable occurrence 
among the meritorious and praisewortiy officers, who, 
I do not doubt, when the warmth of the dispute is 
over, will be grateful for the measure taken by your 
Excellency, which could have no other object than 
their welfare. As an experienced military man, I 
approved of the measure of your Exceilency, as I 
shall always approve every thing in favor of order and 
discipline, without which we could not {ulfil the duties 
imposed upon us by our respective stations. 

I cannot omit manifesting to your Excellency, how 
much I feel the aforesaid occurrence, as the good be- 
havior of all the individuals who have the honor of 
serving under the orders of your Excellency, and the 
proofs I am constantly receiving of the esteem which 
they show me, in imitation of their worthy chief, puts 


order that they, with the oral evidence which had al- 
ready been heard by the Court, might wholly and fully 
negative the oft repeated accusation that the animals 
were brought home “for his own benefit.” The 
Court was thereupon again cleared, and when opened 
its decision was announced by the Judge Advocate, 
and was similar to that of the previous case—in favor 
of admitting the paper, but opposed to reading and 
annexing to the record the letters alluded to in it. 

SATURDAY, June 6, 1840.—The Court met pursu- 
ant to adjournment. Present all its members, the 
Judge Advocate, and Com. Elliott. The proceedings 
of yesterday were read by the Judge Advocate. 
James Arginbeau, a witness examined yesterday, 
came forward and asked to correct an error in his 
evidence then given in. “I made a mistake yester- 
day about the time the farmer received his pay—it 
was about two days before the sailing of the ship that 
he was paid. He received his money in silver and 
gold. I made the error yesterday, from my very im- 
perfect knowledge of the English language—and not 
fully understanding the gentleman, (the Judge Advo- 
cate.) 

By the Judge Advocate.—I am 18 years of age, and 
am a native of Mahon. 

Justin Rabbe, sworn.—I am a cabinet maker and re- 
side at 72 Walnut street, and am one of the firm of 
Koche & Co. Ihave examined asepulchre presented 
by Com. Elliott to the Girard College, and am of the 
opinion, from a thorongh examination of the box, that 
six hundred brads could not have been used in making 
it; I do not believe that more than seventy-five were 
used in and about it; the little mouldings are all glued 
on, not sprigged. [In the charges against Com, El- 
hott, he ig charged with using six hundred brads from 
the public stores in making it.] 

The letter of Com. Elliott, to the Secretary of the 
Navy, No. 49, and dated Ist December, 1836, announc- 
ing the appointment of Capt. Boerum to the flag cap- 
taincy, and asking that the place of several officers, 
made vacant by death or otherwise, may be supplied, 
with the answer, dated 23d Feb. 1837, of the Hon. 
Mahlon Dickerson, Secretary of the Navy, were read 
and annexed to the record. The accused then read 
the following letters : 

CARLISLE, Pa., Nov. 27, 1858. 

Sir :—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter ef the 13th inst., requesting me to point 
out to the Department the order of the Government 
which directs the eommanders of squadrons or ships 
to import jackasses, or any other animals. It may 
have escaped the notice of the Department, that by 


me under the flattering obligation of appreciating} its order, emanating from the Hon. 8. L. Southard to 


and feeling the greater interest for persons in whom | 
recognise all the virtues they possess, and, therefore, 
wish it in my power to contribnte to a terminationda- 
vorable to all of the affair in question. 

With this motive,I offer myself to your Excellency, 
with the highest respect, your humble servant, 

: MANUEL OBREGON, 
Military Governor of the island of Minorca. 
His Excellency, Com. J. D. Exitort, 
nding U. S. Forces in the Mediterraneun. 

The Court was cleared for the purpose of obtaining 
its a as to the admissibility of the evidence ol- 
fered. In the course of half an hour it was again 
opened, when the Judge Advocate announced as its 
grees its substance should be placed upon the record, 

ut that the letter itself was inadmissible. 

Com. Elliott then offered, through a written paper 
eat Be motive that prompted him so to do, the 
letters he had neceived from the professors of several 
colleges and seminaries, as well as ‘rom the Hon. John 
Forsyth, the Hon. Henry Clay, and the Hon. Mr. Mal- 
lory of —. all which acknowledge the receipt of 
some valuable present brought by him, (Com. Elliott). 
from foreign countries. e paper asked that these 


Com. Crane, one of my predecessors in eommand of 
the Mediterranean squadron, which orders were hand- 
ed down to his several successors in command; it was 
stated to him, that it would probably be in his power 
to subserve the agricultural interests of the nation, by 
procuring information respecting valuable animals, 
seeds and plants, and importing such as he could con- 
veniently without negleeting more important duties, 
or without ineurring expense to the Government. 
Extracts from these instructions were delivered to me 
by my immediate predecessors, as I had the honor to 
notify you on my return, in a letter dated the 31st of 
July last, whieh extraets served as the text of my 
conduct, as it had of all my predecessors, in the im- 
ortation of animals, seeds, plants, and curiosities, 
rom time to time to the United States in the different 
public vessels, constituting, as it did, a part ef their 
and my command. 

Absence from home prevented an earlier reply to 

your letter. Fam, very respectfully, 
J. D, ELLIOTT. 


Hon. James K. Pautpine. 
U. S. Sure Constitution, 
Hampton Roads, Norfolk, July 31, 1838. } 
Srr :—After a cruise of three years and six months, 





letters might be read and annexed to the record, in 


with my pendant on board, and with the sick, I have 
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the honor, conformably with the communication ex- 
tending my command to the fall, to announce my ar- 
rival at Hampton Roads. I aim happy to siaie that the 
ship is in good condition, and with a few slight re- 
pairs, can be put in complete readiness for sea again. 


I left Mahon on the 15th of June, touched at Gib- 
} 


raltar and Madeira on my way down, and left the; 


Jatter on the 4th inst. Not meeting with my succes- 
sors in command, the general instructions to him, as 
stated in my communication of the 19th June, toge- 
ther with a catalogue of the articles at the navy yard 
in Mahon, were left with our consul at that place, en- 





closing a copy of the orders under which the frigate | 


United States proceeded on her cruise. 


sequently received from your own Depariment, 
gesting at the same time the utility of withdrawing a 
portion of the earlier dates, as being now inapplica- 
le and obsolete, and also of condensing others to a 
more laconic form. 
As a considerable portion of the crew’s terms ofthe 


sug- 
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A paper was here offered by Mr. Dallas on the part 
of ihe accused, asking that Com. Elliott might be re- 
lieved from a daily, attendance on the Court, that time 
may be atiorded him to return to his residence at 
Churchtown, and get the receipt alluded toin the 
evidence of the money paid to the farmer at Mahon, 
for the keep of the animals; and that time until this 
day week be allowed him to prepare his defence; 
whereupon the Court was ordered to be cleared. Af- 
ter half an hour’s deliberation, it was opened, and its 
decision announced by the Judge Advocate, to the ef- 
fect that the Court was advised by the Judge Advo- 
cate that he had some rebutting testimony to offer, 


| which, if the defence was closed, he would do on 
[I enclose for your inspection a copy of the general | 
instructions hand:d me by my predecessor, and sub- | 


Monday, but that the Court first wished to be advised 
of the fact whether the defence was really closed, and 
that after the rebutting evidence was heard, it would 
hear the application for time to prepare thé written 
defence. Mr. Daiias stated that the defence was 
closed, provided he had liberty to introduce hereafter 


‘the paper which it was necessary for the accused to 


frigate United States will expire at or about the com- | 
ing fall and winter, and as she will need considerable | 
repairs, I would again recommend her recall about | 


that period. 
All those on board the Constitution, a list of which 


I had the honor to enclose you, who re-entered pre- | 


vious to the passage of the new law regulating the 
increase of pay, I would recommend, should receive 
the same increase as those who have re-entered since, 


and apprehensive that it may have iniscarried, I en- | 


close a duplicate list of the men who had re-entered, 
the receipt of which you will be pleased to advise me, 
at the earliest moment. 

There is a portion of the crew on board who have 
still a term to serve; should the ship not be kept in 
commission, I would recommend that they be dis- 
charzed with those whose terms have already expired 
Among the number of marines whose terms of ser- 
vice had expired, there were a portion who refused to 
do duty under the orders of the officers. I would 


goin person afier. That assent was given, and per- 
mission given Com. Elliott to return to his home at 
any time after the closing of the evidence. 

The Court adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday 
morning. 

Mr. Schlimbach, a Prussian officer of artillery, who 
had put forth a scheme for saving gunpowder and hit- 
ting a mark with certainty, made two trials of his plan 
about the end of February, at the last of which the 
Viceroy of Egypt attended. M. Schlimbach says that 
his scheme is known in England, the English-havin 


learned it of him without -giving him any reward. 


have coerced them to do it, and tried them by’a judi- | 


cial tribunal, but understanding that the officers who 
were to compose the Court were of a contrary opin- 
ion, and the regulation of the new enlistinent biil pro- 
bably obviating a similar occurrence, I rested with a 
passive obedience on their part, with the intention to 
land them at Norfolk, paying them their wages up to 
the date of their refusal to do duty. 

For the information of such as may be interested, I 
have to report that I discovered in lat. 23° 42’ N., 


long. 24° 20’ W., a wreck, schooner rigged, gilt billet | 


head, with pump, bowsprit, and sg of mainmast 
standin, hatches off, rigging gone, and covered with 
barnacles up to the tatfiail. The sea made such 
breaches over her that we 


The plan is as follows :—Wooden cartridges te which 
the balls are carefully fitted, and put in the ¢annon 
without being driven, and when fired the balls go 
straight to the mark without touching the cannon’s 
edge. These only contain three okes of powder, 
whereas the Turks generally use four. The plan was 
found successful, but as the Arab cannoniers hit the 
mark as well, Mehemet Ali vowed that they were as 
good as the Prussian, and that the saving of powder 
was of no consequence. This last assertion is to be 
exlained by the fact that powder is very common and 
cheap in Egypt, since the saltpetre is prepared in 
the sun without the expense of wood. Selim Pasha, 
who arrived at Alexandria with the artillery, has been 
appointed Generalissimo by Mehemet Ali, who told 
hin that 52,000 men would be subjected to his orders, 
and that he had the charge of defending Egypt from 
the Arab tower to Alexandria and Rosetta. 


We have given already some account of a plan 


| which has been undertaken recently by the Royal So- 


were unable to discover | 


her name. From her shattered condition, I judged her | 


to have been a long time.a wreck in the water. 

Agreeably to instructions, Mr. H. H. Kuhn was re- 
ceived on board at Mahon, and rated with a passage 
to the United States. Passed Midshipmen Heap also 
returns an invalid from the frigate United States. 


At | 


Gibraltar, I received a distressed countryman froin the | 


American Consul. 


I enclose the warrants of Mid, | 


J. R. M. Mullany, and Mid. Stephen D. Vallette— | 


the latter has been transferred to the United States 


frigate—the former has returned home for examination. | 


The amount of $75,000 will be required to pay off | 


the officers and crew; the requisition for which I have 
approved to-day, for the agent here. I enclose month- 
ly returns of officers and crew, and quarterly returns 
of sick, together with a list of the officers attached to 
the Constitution. 

Permit me to add that my services are again at the 
command of my country, and that whether afloat or 
ashore, I am ready to obey the call of duty. 

Very respectfully, &c. J. D. ELLIOTT. 

Hon. J. K. Pauipine, Secretary of the Navy. 








ciety, with the encouragement of the British Govern- 
ment and the East India Company, for making a re- 
gular series of magnetic and other observations at 


, Stated periods during the next three years, and in sta- 


tions established in many parts of Europe, Asia, and 
the British dominions in North America. An invita, 
tion was given to the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences by the Royal Society, to assist in carrying 
into successful exceution this ¢reat scientific enter- 
prise, and we are happy to learn that the Academy 
have liberally complied with the request, and have ap- 
propriated the sum of one thousand dollars for pur- 
chasing the instruments required for the observations. 
An arrangement has been made between the Acade- 
my and the corporation of Harvard University, by 
waich these instruments, which have just been order- 
ed, shall be placed in the buildings recently erected at 
the University for astronomical and other observations, 
and a series of magnetic and meteorological observa- 
tions made with them by the gentlemen who have the 
direction of the Cambridge observatory, in correspon- 
dence with the instructions furnished by the Royal 
Society, and in co-operation with their own ob- 
servers, 
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that they may ‘have advocated at different puke 
And thas it is that neutral papers command but a 
limited support, because they are too tame. The 





INDEPENDENCE OF THE fs Satta AN sito ti public taste has been vitiated, and calls for more 
writing to an officer of the army, some years ago, we | highly seasoned aliment than such no-sided publica- 


ventured to eXpFess the opinion that the 
people were the most illiberal ef any in the civilized | 
world towards the 
their country ; and that no publication could succeed 
for' any length of iime if it did not assume a partisan 
character by espousing the cause of some party in 
politics or religion. 

It may appear a bold step to adyance such an opin- 
ion, and still bolder, perhaps, to re-aflirin and main- 
tain it; but the result of eleven years’ experience 
has fully confirmed the impression created at the very 
outset of our professional eareer. 

A little reflection, we think, will convinee all who 
are inclined to doubt, that the very nature and genius 
ef our political institutions tend to foster, if not to 
engender, this illiberality of feeling. ‘The facility 
and cheapness with which a press may be established, 
and the modicum of literary acquireinent requisite 
to manage respectably a newspaper, put it in the 
power of any person of moderate eapital or credit to 
start a new publication; and when one branch ol 
business has failed, or becomes unprofitable, nothing 
séems easier than to turneditor. Hence we see news- 
papers daily springing up, not only in the older 
towns and most populous cities, but in every newly 
settled village, before the number of inhabitants is 
large enough to justify the undertaking. The luck- 
less wight who adopts the calling will soon find, to 
his chagrin, that he has a hard task-master. Every 
subseriber feels himself authorized, in return for his 
“ patronage,” to find fault with whatever does not 
suit his fancy, or to insist upon the insertion of a 


newspaper and periodical pr -ss of 


bundreds, and subject the editor to loss and expense ; 
and every tyro. in composition will take it in high 
dudgeon if his lucubrations are not ailowed to appear 
in print. We here speak of newspapers generally, 
and not of our own publication. 
Our population is divided, not merely into two 
t political parties, each contending for certain 
eading principles and policy—but every community 
is subdivided into fractions of parties, or cligues, all 
having their own local interests or particular tenets 
to advance. The innumerable publications in the 
country offer to all a choice of organs; and if there 
are none near at home to suit their tastes, they can 
and do go to a distance. Each one supports that 
paper, and that only, which accords best with his 
preconceived ideas on politics or religion ; and in- 
Stead of being open to conviction by freely perusing 
all within his reach, he blindly adheres to that which 
hhe lias been accustomed to consider right. Hence 


‘We séé’ thé influence that certain political journals 
eontinue fo possess over the public mind, notwith- 
standing all the tergiversations that they may have 
been guilty of, and the diametrically opposite policy 


| has been sparingly resorted to. 


particular article, though it might give offence to! are but men—governed by the same impulses, and 





American | tions contain; and the caterers for that public too 


‘often consult their own interest by pandering to a 
diseased appetite, instead of exerting their influence 
to restore it to a healthy tone. This taste has been 


| injured by the violence and recklessness manifested 


by too large a portion of the press, so that personali- 
ties and vilification are relished more than plain mat- 
ter of fact. The offenees of editors which, in other 
countries, are punished with fine and imprisonment, 
and a suppression of their works, are only visited in 
this country with a loss of “patronage,” as it is 
termed—lawsuits to recover damages for libel cr de- 
famation being too dilatory in their progress to suit 
the temper of our people generally. 

Sueh a thing as absolute independence in the press 
—an independence of party trammels, and which an 
editor should exercise in speaking of men and mea- 
sures, (always presuming that he confines himself 
within the limits of propriety,)—is not, and cannot 
be endured in this country. Every publication must 
espouse some cause, if the proprietors hope to eom- 
mand success. 

During our intercourse with the officers of the army 
and navy, we have experienced a large share of liber- 
ality, sueh as might have naturally been expected 
from men of their proverbial intelligence and thorough 
knowledge of the world. We have never found any 
thing bearing a semblance to dictation, and very little 
(not as much indeed as would have beén acceptable ) 
of friendly advice. Now and then a little persuasion 
has been used to overcome scruples, but even that 
Yet, after all, they 


subject to the same influences as other men, though 
their minds have been liberalized by a larger inter- 
course with the world. Still they partake of the 
universal characteristics of their species, and are af- 
fected to a smail extent with a spice of that feeling 
which we have alleged pervades the whole. Instan- 
ces of caprice and narrow-mindedness have not been 
wanting, that wonld scarcely have been expected 
from persons in their sphere. They form, however, 
rare exceptions, and do not affect the general charac - 
ter of the profession for liberality of sentiment and 
honorable bearing. Indeed, in a profession embrac- 
ing so large a number in its body, drawn from all 
classes in society, how could it be otherwise expected 
than that all the passions which sway the human 
breast should be found commingled i in it. 

In ruminating upon the causes which may have ope- 
rated to prevent a larger share of support to the A. & 
N. Chronicle than has ever been realized, we have 
sometimes supposed that the publication was viewed 
by many as too insipid for general relish—that, being a 
record of events, and not entering upon the discussion 
of exciting topics, it lacked that spirit which gives 
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life and impulse and interest to a work—that, refusing | the lamentations of writers in Florida, purporting (I 
to espouse the cause of any party, it had failed to | trust for the honor of the corps it was an assumption) 


secure the cordial co-operation of all. 


say. The fact of a meagre and wholiy inadequate 


support, we know—the reasons therefor are merely 


conjectural. 


The opinions here expressed are not of recent for- 
mation; they have been long entertained, though, in 
all probability, would not have been obtruded upon 
our readers but for the reception of a letter from a 
highly intelligent member of the medical corps of the | 


army, which we subjoin. 


Our readers generally, and those of ihe army es- | 
pecially, will recollect that a controversy was carried | 


cn in this paper last autumn, respecting the manner 


in which the Medical Department had been conduet- | 
ed. The controversy was none of our seeking, (for 


we endeavor to avoid ail controversy,) nor was it to 
our taste ; but in the spirit of impartiality by which 
we have ever been governed, we could not refuse 
admission to complaints—whether well or ill founded 
we did not pretend to judge—when vouched by a res- 
ponsible name. The controversy grew so warm, 
however, that we feit impelled to close our columns 
upon its continuance. 
that was offered, we incurred the displeasure of the 
writers ; by publishing any portion of it, we have lost 
the support, and probably the influence, of another 
member of the corps, who assigns that as the reason 
of his withdrawal. 











, June —, 1840. 

Sir: I have received your printed circular inform- 
ing me that my subscription will expire on the 30th 

roximo, and asking a renewal thereof. I should be 
eee and to some extent would feel it an obligation, 
to coinply with your request, if I did not deem ita 
paramount duty to withdraw from your list of sub- 
scribers. Although you may think it superfluous, I 
deem it a duty to myself briefly to state my reasons 
for withholding my support from your paper : 

Ist. The irregularity of its publication, and second- 
ly, but mainly, the frequent insertion of articles from 
a class of officers familiarly termed ‘“ grumblers,” 
who appear to think it a great hardship and flagrant 
injustice that they shonld be required to perform ser- 
viees for which they are paid to their full value; al- 
most warranting the belief that they envied the con- 
dition of the Zoophyte, rather than a more exalted 
order of animal creation. Now, it is sufficiently mor- 
tifying to have such a class in service; but that they 
should have free access to the columns of a paper to 
advertise their griefs to the army and the public, is 
absolutely nauseous. You may talk about the press 
being the ‘palladium of liberty,” the “terror of ty- 
rants,” the “shield of the oppressed,” the right of 
** appealing to public opinion,” &c. &e.; but these are 
arguments only suited to the pot-house politicians to 
gull voters. 

If an officer is oppressed, the regulations point out 
to him his remedy ; and (having the right on his side) 
it is only when this fails that he has any thing to do 
with the “public.” In military matters, this is at 
best an unsafe tribunal; for the simple reason that it 
knows nothing about such subjects. On the other 


hand, the service suffers, and it sinks into disrepute 


by the complaints of those who, in nine cases out of 
ten, have been favored more than they deserved: 
Jn these remarks I have reference particularly to 


Whether these 


are the correct reasons, or not, we do not pretend to| 


By refusing to publish ali 


to belong to the medical staff, which I read with as 
| much mortification as disgust. ° 

Very respectfully, &c., 

| Your ob’t serv’t. 


| To the Publisher of the Army and Navy Chronicle, 

| Washington, D. C. 

| It requires a very nice sense of discrimination to 
|determine to what point military or conventional pro- 
| priety will allow controversialists to proceed, without 
|o’erstepping the bounds of decorum; to say, in fact, 
where propriety ends, and where impropriety begins. 
How shall that question be decided? Shall we con- 
|voke a Board to settle it? We may have as many 
qs there have been commanding generals in Florida, 


jand they will differ as much in their views of the 


}case; and in the end the point will be as far removed 


‘from adjustment as is now the termination of the 


| Florida war. 
| We pretend not to dictate to others. All men 
| should be left to the free exercise of their opinions 
,and the indulgence of their fancies. But we cannot 
irefrain from putting this query : Take the case of the 
A. & N. Chronicle, the only one in the whole coun- 
_try devoted to the interests of the profession whose 
| title forms a part of its own—if every subscriber were 


to withdraw in consequence of some article that wag 
| displeasing to his taste, how many would be left? 
| Not one, as there are probably none who have not, at 
|some time or other, seen articles in it which they dis- 
approved. And could a paper, by possibility, be so 
conducted as to be free from objection? We answer, 
unhesitatingly, that it could not. Must every man, 
then, establish his own standard of excellence; and 
approve or condemn by that alone? Or should not 
each one, relinquishing a portion of his own prefer- 
; ences and prejudices, rather resolve to judge a publi- 
| cation by its general course, than condemn for a sin- 
gle and venial error? even admitting, for argument’s 
sake, that a difference of taste or opinion constitutes 
anerror. Toexclude all controversy would dissatisfy 
a very large number in both services, who estimate 
| independence to consist in saying what they please 
of equals and superiors. 

Our correspondent suggests that the rules and regu- 
lations of the service point out the mode for a redress 
of grievances, and that an appeal to the public is a 
violation of military decorum. We doubt whether he 
could induce the rhembers of his own corps even, 
much less of the whole army, to agree with him. The 
decisions of the Heads of Departments are not always 
looked upon as immaculate; if they are adverse to the 
dictates of justice, where is the relief to the injured 
party but in an appeal to public opinion? Shall the op- 
pressed sit quietly down under unmerited rebuke? 
There may very justly be a difference of opinion as to 
the extent to which that appeal may properly be used ; 
and it may be insisted, that there must be substantial 
grounds to justify a resort to it, But to cut off all ac- 
cess to an appellate power is to institute a despotism 
which the most abject will not submit to patiently, 
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With respect to the corps of “* Grumblers,”’ to which| Purser SourHALL was dismissed some time since, 
this letter alludes, was there ever a service without | but his case suspended for consideration and is now 
one? And if, by allowing them to let off, through such finally acted on. 

a ’scape pipe as the Chronicle, a little of their super- | PASSENGERS. 
fluous steam, which may have generated to a danger-;| New Yorx, July 20, per brig Wilson Fuller, from 


ous extent, they will perform their duties with more Savannah, Lieut. H. W. Wessells, of the army, lady 

Q : i : }and child. July 24 ship Ville de Lyon, for Havre 
alacrity and cheerfulness, is it not better to indulge | ieuts. G. i"Kcicaea ‘A. Vail, and SW. Go. 
them, provided they do not transcend the bounds of | don, of the navy. 


inati 5 aioe tee ; Savannan, July 20, per steamboat Charles Downing, 
subordination and propriety ; when, by forcing them from St. Augustine, Captain M. Burke, of the army. is 
to retain their steam pent up, they incur the risk of] gy, Avevusrine, July 11, per sloop Thomas Carnley, 
bursting their boilers ? from New York, M. Marine, of the navy, and child. 
x | July 16, per stearner W. Gaston, from southern posts, 
The withdrawal of one name, or even one hundred | Capts. J. R. Vinton and M. Burke, and Lieut. E. J. 
names, from a subscription list is of little or no mo-| Steptoe, of the army. 


ment, compared with the motives which actuate the)" e y hi 
party. If it be to intimidate the editor, or to control! Bomestic Intelligence. 
his actions, the motive is reprehensible ; if it be sim-| germ MpEE HG “FLORIDA. WAR. a eee 
ply to evince dissatisfaction for obvious cause, no one, Sr. AuGusTINE, July 17. 

_ has a right to find fault with another for the exercise) A detachment of the 7th infantry, about forty in 


of his will. Every publication in the land has expe- Dumber, under the command of Lieut. HensHaw, 


. . . _.. have left for Micanopy. A heavy rain was faliing, 
rienced Myctuations © the breath of popular fas °'s which will obliterate the trail, and no hcpes are en- 


and there are none so immovably fixed as not to be tertained of the enemy being overtaken. 
affected by the same cause, for on the continzance of; An express was also despatched to Capt. Hormes, 
that popular favor does their existence depend. While,/@t Fort W heelock, which, after an absence of about 


‘ tes an hour, returned and reported that the Indians were 
therefore, all are subject to the vicissitudes of fortune, | 5, the Fort King road; that he had seen two on the 


there would seem to be an obligation upon every ‘pro- border of the Tuscawilla hammock, and that he had 
fessional man to make liberal allowance for the dif-, heard firing in the interior of the hammock. 


a's i ae 4... | A detachment of dragoons, under command of Lt. 

Seopnnen - opeion that mast prevail = oer , GREENE, 7th infantry, was immediately despatched for 
and examine all-the perplexities with which it is sup- the piace, but neither trail nor Indians were to be 
posed that an editor is surrounded, in order that he hee’ Ra men ae ea — bs Whee- 
. . : B |lock and were met at the hammock, and it is suppos- 
APTA ny ot “atavorably. \ed that there were no Indians, or that they had de- 
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For the irregularity in the publication of the Chron- 
icle, we take no blame to ourselves; itis the unavoid- 
able consequence of insufficient support. We rather 
claim merit for having adhered so long to the paper, 
when our judgment and experience must have con- 
vinced us that adequate encouragement could not be 
secured—at least not under its present management, 
But having embarked in the undertaking, we were 
unwilling to abandon it, profitless and thankless as it 
has proved to be. Cheered by the smiles and appro- 
bation of many, and thoroughly convinced of the 
utility of the work, we have persevered through every 
discouragement, hoping that the dawn of a brighter 
gay was approaching; whether that dav will ever ar- 
yive, and the wished for consummation be realized, is 
yather problematical. 





While the political papers throughout the country 
are boasting of the addition of hundreds and thous- 
ands to their subscription lists, we might boast, if we 
thought it worth while, of an addition to ours, since 
the Ist July, of—twenty. 








MoRE pDeFAtcaTions.—In pursuance of the re- 
quisitions of the 3d section of an act, passed J anuary 
31, 1823, the President has dismissed from the navy 
Pursers JAMEs Brooxs and Peyton A. SouTHALL, 
for defalcations in their accounts. The sums due by 
each to the United States we do not know. Rumor 
assigns that of Purser Brooxs as high as $60, 000, 


| : > 
camped on the appearance of the two parties.— News. 


| — 

| A court martial is now in session at Pilatka, for 
, the trial of soldiers for mutinous conduct at that post 
a short time since. Col. Rirey, President, Lt. Col. 
|WatsTLer, Major Wiicox, Captains BONNEVILLE, 
Barnum, Hawkins, and Lieut. AnpErson, Judge 
Advocate.—Jbid. 

JACKSONVILLE, July 14.—We have no recent in- 
|telligence from the army. The “ white flag,” how- 
l|ever, is waving over every post in the Territory, in- 
dicating to the savages that they may come in with- 
‘out fear of punishment for their former tardiness. 
Ir 


‘They are given distinctly to understand, however, 





that if they do not come in peaceably, that offensive 
operations will be continued against them until they 
are compelled to surrender from sheer want. Let 
|their cornfields be destroyed, their store-houses bro- 
|ken up, and they will very soon cry quarters ! 


St. Aucustine, July 17.—Lieut. Col. Dancy, at 
the head of a corps of East Florida volunteers, has 
gone out on a scout of five days towards Spring Gar- 
den. Reports induce the belief that the Indians have 
retired below, but if found, no doubt the volunteers 
will use their utmost efforts to bring them to a fight. 

The white flag has been lowered. We are glad of 
it. We have not seen a satisfactory explanation why 
it was raised. From what we have heard of General 
Armistead’s plans, we anticipate favorable results.— 
Herald. 











New Orteans, July 17.—From the Natchitoches 
‘Herald, we learn that the accident which befel Capt. 
Macrae, of the U. S. army, has not proved so disas- 
trous as was represented, The officer, so far from 
being dead, as rumor stated, is alive and doing well, 
_having recovered from the amputation of his leg. He 
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should not be forgotten at Washington in his crippled 


i A ie A Saez 


THe Aras suip SutTANEE.—This vessel after 


state—some post ought to be assigned to him, the du-| being overhauled at the Navy Yard, at Government 
ties of which he may be able to perform. Itis the|expense, is now taking in a cargo, and will sail for 
reproach of our Governinent that no adequate pro-| Madeira, and thence to Muscat, about the Ist of Au- 
vision is made for disabled or superannuated soldiers | gust.—N. Y. Express. 





and seamen, who are broken down or dilapidated in 
the service. In this respect our example goes to con- | 


PRESENTS TO THE IMAum or Muscat.—Itis well 


firm the assertion that republics are ungrateful. Our) known to our readers that the ship Sultanee, belong 
military and navy are worthy of better treatment. | ing to the Imaum of Muscat, will shortly leave this 
Their pay during service is scarcely competent to a| port on her return home. She brought out valuable 


genteel support, and it is very hard indeed that alter | presents to the President of the United States, which 
they have spent their youth and vigor in fighting the | are to be disposed of, and the proceeds paid into the 


battles of the country, they should in their old age and 


r 


lreasury of the United States. Besides refitting the 


infirmities be thrown upon their personal exertions. | ship at our navy yard, Congress voted $15,000 to be 


It is high tine that the disgrace was wiped from the 
escutcheon of the republic. Some measure calcula- 


laid out in presents to the Imaum, and for that pur- 
| pose many articles have been purchased, and others 


ted to furnish the relief sugzested, will doubtless be! are now in progress of completion. 


brought before the next Cougress—Commercial Bul- 
lelin, —— 
Littie Rock, July 8.—Capt. Macrag, U.S. A.,| 
who was injured during the tornado in this city a few 
weeks since, was compelled by the accident to sub- 
mit to amputation between the ankle and knee. The 
operation was performed by Dr. Hammonp, of the ar- 
my. The Captain is since doing wel!, and left this 
city for Fort Smith.— Gazelle, 


Care Cop rient.—The light on the “ Highlands 
of Cape Cod,” is doubtless one of the most important 
lichts on the coast. This will be seen at once by a 
glance at the chart ; and we are glad that measures 
have been adopted which will make the light cer- 
tainly equal, and probably superior, to any in the 
country. A new lantern has been cast, entirely of 
iron, at Mr. Alger’s foundry, at South Boston, which 
is an admirable piece of workmanship. It is nearly 
circular, having sixteen sides—in each of which sides 
will be inserted a single pane of glass. The light 
will be generated by 15 lainps of the most approved 
character, with reflectors, &c., 21 inches in diameter. 
The chandelier, lamps, reflectors, &c., are made by 
Henry N. Hooper & Co, of this city, and are said to 
be equal in excellence to any which have been im- 
ported. I. W. P. Lewis has been employed as engi- 
neer in the construction of the lantern, under the 
direction of Mr. Bancroft, the collector.—Bost. Mer. 
Journal. 





EvristMeNTs In THE Anmy.—The following num- | 
ber of mechanics, farmers, &c., have been enlisted 
into the U. S. Army during the last 3 years in this city, | 
viz: 653 laborers; 164 musicians, including boys en- 
listed to learn music; 94 tailors; 75 shoemakers ; 69 
blacksmiths ; 126 carnenters; 31 cabinet makers; 139 
clerks and book keepers 26; druggists 25; painters ; 
56 bakers; 22 printers; 17 watchmakers and jewel- 
lers; 13 school teachers; 18 chairmakers ; 28 butch- 
ers; 135 farmers; 60 masons and stone cutters; 3 
sailors; 119 who had before been soldiers; 16 mill- 
wrights; 7 doctors ; 5 lawyers ; 36 saddle and harness 


)>7 


makers; 84 coachmen and hostlers ; 27 gunsmiths ; 


i 


crossed the river on a plank, and the other two ina 


This morning we called at the looking glass and 
picture frame store of 5. Underwood, No. 186 Ful- 
ton street, to look at some splendid mirrors made by 


_order of the President. Two of them are 100 inches 


by 72; the largest, we understand, that have been 
made in this country. The frame and ornaments are 
of superior workmanship. Besides these, there are 


,twenty-four others of the following dimensions :— 


Six, 75 by 36; two, 45 by 30; six, 28 by 15, and six 
18 by 12. 

A pleasure boat-has been built in this city, under 
the direction of the Navy Agent, by Mr. J. R. Liy- 
ingston. It was exhibited yesterday in Wall steet, 
to the admiration of hundreds. Her outside, says 
the Ceurier, is enamelled white and polished ; the 
gunwale, row-locks, tiller, and stancheons for sup- 
porting the awning, are siiver plated; the floor of the 
boat is carpetted from stem to stern; the awning is of 
blue silk, and covers the whole boat; the tiller-ropes 
and tassels are of silk; in short, it is altogether a 
very splendid affair. 

Among the presents, we learn that the President 
has directed specimens to be sent of every species of 
fire-arms, and other military weapons, including not 
only those in authorized use in the army, but repeat- 
ing guns, rifles, pistols, &c., and every description of 
swords in use by officers of different grades, artille- 
ries, dragoons, &c. All, we presume, are to be of 
the most perfect and finished workmanship. Colt’s 
patent rifles and pistols are of course included.—N, 
Y. Commercial Advertiser, July 25. 


From the Niagara (U. C.) Chronicle. 

We regret to state that desertions are taking place 
on this frontieron avery extensive scale, and fiom 
both sides of the river. The deserters, too, risk their 
lives in a most daring manner, and in one instance na, 
less than three men have perished in the attempt to 
abandon the colors of their country. Surely the two 


|governments might concert some plan whereby this 


great evil to both would be remedied. 
On Saturday last four American soldiers deserted to, 
this place from Fort Niagara, two of them having 


72 weavers and spinners; 37 iron workers ; 13 engi- | small skiff, On Tuesday two more came across ; and 


neers and surveyors; 42 tanners and leather dressers ; 
59 tin and copper smiths; 24 segar makers ; 25 coop- 
ers; 18 sawyers; 18 paper makers; 30 hatters; 40 
glass workers; 19 bookbinders ; 23 dyers ; 20 carmen, 
Of the above, there were 906 Americans, 811 Izish- 
men, 179 Englishmen, 143 Germans, 95 Frenchmen, 
53 Poles, 117 Scotchmen.—_ New York Sun. 


Row amone THE Sotprers.—On therevening of 
the 13th as a party of soldiers were attempting to ar- 
rest one of their comrades, at Buffalo, he drew a razor 
and cut one man on the neck, laying bare the carotid 
artery. The party pursued him to a grocery, and not 
having their arms with them procured stones, and 
again endeavored to arrest the delinquent. He was 
at last struck in the eye by a stone and conveyed to 
the guard house severely wounded. 


we are informed that higher up the line the deserters 
| from Buffalo are very numerous. 

Several of the ae Fan of the 93d regiment have 
deserted from Drummondville. On Tuesday night 
‘last four of them attempted to cross the river ona 
plank a little below the Clifton house, but only one 
of them reached the American shore ; the other three 
were drowned. 





We are glad to learn that measures will be taken 
ere long to have Brock’s monument on Queenston 
Heights substantially restored, as the Government has 
issued orders for procuring an official report irom a 
Board of Engineers, as to the practicability of repair- 
ing it, in which case the means would be appropir- 
ted from public sources. It has been deemed advi- 
sable by the inhabitants of Toronto to wait the result 
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of this inquiry previous to calling a public meeting 
to take the matter into consideration. Our readers 
will recollect that Sir Allan McNab made the first 
move in Hamilton ; his sstuation as Speaker of the 
Howse of Assembly, and an officer who served in 
General Brock’s own regiment, the 49th, having pe- 
culiarly qualified him to take the lead, and the plan 
he has adopted of bringing the matter forward through 


sa 


the agency of the Adjutant General of Militia, is | 


thought a good one.—Montreal Herald. 





From the Norfolle Herald, July 8. 

Navat SketcHes.—We tender our thanks to the 
writer, for the following neat and spirited sketches, 
and would be happy to cultivate his acquaintance. 
His description of the little nawdilus which has of late 


attracted so much notice in our harbor, and his reflec- | 
tions on the system of naval apprenticeship are proofs | 


of a fine genius and a sound judgment. 


In illuminating the U. 8S. ship-of-the-line Dela- | 


ware, on the evening of the 4th inst., there occurred 
quite a novel coincidence which, as I am informed it 
was entirely unpremeditated, is therefore so much 
the more worthy of admiration. It seems that the 
lights employed im illuminating the masts and yards 
of the noble ship, without any intention of the kind, 
numbered exactly twenty-six, corresponding, you will 
perceive in number with the States at-present consti- 
tuting our Union. These burned for several hours 
very beautifully, as all can attest who saw them, 
giving the ship quite a magical appearance, and re- 
minding us of enchanted scenes in Eastern tales. 


But at midnight it was discovered that all save thirteen | 
had expired—these thirteen, (representations of the | 


original Old States) burnt as brilliantly as ever; like 
the Sybelline leaves, which as they decreased in 
number increased in value, they seemed to diifuse 
a steadier ‘and stronger light as their companions 
around them faded and expired. The Greeks would 
have interpreted this as a most favorable and auspi- 
cious omen, and with the Romans it would have au- 
gured well for the safety of the Republic. Although 
not given to superstition, I hope we may not regard it 
differently ; but draw from it encouragement to be- 
lieve that, however negligent and unmindful many of 
our sisters in the Confederacy may be disposed to 

row (in imitation of the five foolish Virgins,) we, 


“helm’s a lee.” Great credit is due to the Depart- 

ment for adopting this salutary system of raising sea- 
; men for the navy, and much praise te Captain Skin- 
| ner for the faithful and zealous manner in which he is 
|earrying it out. Whenever I see this little brig, now, 
‘backing and filling and maneuvering about onr_har- 

bor, I almost catch myself repeating those noble lines 
from Gray’s Elegy: ’ 





Some mute, inglorious Milton here may rest. 
Some Cromwell, guiltless of his country’s blood.” 


| Of course instead of Milton, I would read Decatur, 
‘or some other great naval captain, and so with the 
rest; for who knows but some Decatur, Hull, -or 
Bainbridge may not be there ; some of the greatest 
captains of all ages rose from a source quite as humble 

It is not difficult to imagine the series of good re- 
sults which may spring froin this system, thus ener- 
|getically pursued. Apart from its philanthropy, its 
-absolutely rescuing most of these boys from haunts 
which lead to dissipation and the gallows, it will be 
invaluable asa means of supplying our navy with 
able and intelligent petty officers, and our merchant 
marine with skilful and judicious commanders and 


' mates. HARLEY. 





THe DELAWARE 74—THE CLIPPER PAULDING— 
|THE NAVAL APPRENTICES.—The presence of the 
| Delaware line of battle ship at the naval anchorage is 
the cause of much gratification to our citizens, and is 
‘eagerly hailed by the thousands who enter and leave 
our port by water in the course of a year. There is 
something in a ship of the line in first rate order that 
will ever please, and when the crowded steamers from 
all sections pass the ship, those who have been most 
familiar with such sights seem to dwell upon them as 
‘eagerly as those who have never seen them before. 
The sight of suchaship pleads nobly the cause of our 
patriotic navy ; and it appeals to every American. 
| while these late naval trials, and the discussions about 
the Board of Navy Commissioners, that are published 
‘in all the papers, are apt to pall the taste of the unso- 
phisticated reader, and indispose him to that branch of 
| the public service, the sight of such a ship as the 
‘Delaware speaks directly to his senses, and reminds 
‘him of the gallant deeds which have been performed 
by our naval heroes, and the value of an eflicient ma- 








the thirteen old original beacons, will still fling outa rine, not only as an auxiliary to the interests of com- 
strong and steady light, ever “in trim” and on the | merce, but as a guard and muniment of the national 
watch. ‘ honor. He thinks no more of the petro: bickerings 

By the way, speaking of the Delaware, reminds | that are so painfully obtruded on the public, or utter- 
me that for the last week or two my attention has’! ed in private conversation, but regards the navy in 
been several times attracted by a little thing of a/ the proud attitude of a victor that has won imperish- 
brig, disporting and flitting about our harbor like any | able trophies in more than two wars, and enhanced 





little summer's insect. At first I regarded it as a kind 
of optical delusion, and gave it but a very hasty and 
imperfect glance, accompanied with no more thought 
than one would bestow upon the fanciful dream of a 
feverish slumber. But seeing it so frequently abso- 
lutely made me nervous, and you may imagine my 
surprise, when, like the painter who attempted to 
brush the fly from his picture but found that some 
waggish brother artist had painted it there, I found 
this a bona fide brig in every respect, and no delusion 
at all. I learn that it is the first cutter of the Delaware, 
rigged, by Foner ug tm into a brigantine, and called 
the “‘ Paulding.” She is intended as a school of prac- 
tice for the young midshipmen and apprentices, and 
is manned with a crew of 20 boys (if you will excuse 
the Hibernicism) who are all properly stationed, and 
duly instructed in the mysteries of wearing, tacking, 
reefing, furling, knotting, splicing, &c. &c. She at- 
tracts considerable observation, I assure you, as she 


manceyvres past our wharves, and one can hardly 
withhold a smile (of approbation tho’) to hear her 
tiny leadsman singing out as he gathers up his leadline 
for another “heave,” Quar-ter-le-s-s five ; or see 
with what gravity, 

pile boatswain trill 


when she tacks, her aoe pue- 
his pipe, proclaiming to all hands 


the glary of our common country. We would there- 

| fore regret, as an event of no ofdinary omen, if the 
Delaware should be removed from her present posi- 
tion, where she is daily seen by thousands, and moor- 
ed at the navy yard, where she will only be observed 
by those officially engaged in the duties of that estab- 
lishment. 

But if the Delaware has attractions of which we 
have spoken, there is another attitude in which she 
appears, of the most pleasing kind. She is regarded 
as the nursery of the young sailors who are hereafter 
to defend our flag on the deep. The great moral pro- 
blem of elevating the condition of the common sailor, 
is one of the most interesting experiments of the age, 
so congenial to the institutions of a republic, and one 
on which the attention not only of the professional 
man, but of the philanthropist, from the Atlantic to 
the Mississippi, and from the lakes to the Gulf of 
Mexico, is deeply fixed. We have been forcibly 
struck with the intense interest exhibited on this 
subject by persons in the interior of the country wha 
might be supposed indifferent, and the impression is 
gaining ground that the apprenticeship. system will 
open a means of respectable employment for youth 
in all the States, hen a traveller touches our port, 
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he naturally wishes to see the scene of so interesting | 
an experiment, and the noble emblem of our national | 
sovereignty assumes new beauty in his eyes. To; 
deprive him of such a sight from mere caprice, or| 


cere; for it would be idle to affect a zeal for the 





RY. 





OFFICIAL. 


RDERS, Apsvranr Generav’s Orrice, 


without good cause, would be as impolitic as insin-| Gexer = HEAD QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 


apprenticeship system, and, in the same breath, strike 
a fatal blow at its popularity and success. 


NO. 


Washington, July 21, 1840. 
1. Promotions and appointments in thé Army of the 


We were present in a large company of spectators | United States, by the President, by and with the advice 
on board one of the steamers on Saturday, on an ex- | and consent of the Senate, sinte the publication of the 
cursion to the capes, when we met the clipper Paul- | official Register, in January,.1840. 


ding, rigged as a brig, with all sail set, dashing as 
fast as winds and waves could bear her, yet evidently | 
in the hands of those who knew what they were | 
about. The tiny tars, the young boatswain, with | 
his shrill whistle, the manly midshipman, all intent} 
on their lesson, and watching the wave and sky, | 
were well worth seeing. Indeed we do not hesitate | 
to affirm that such a sight was designed to effect more | 
for the system than mere eloquence could do. It 
spoke to the senses, and it would have been grateful 
to the friends of the school to hear the glowing expres- 
sions which the scene elicited from men of intelligence 
and worth. All this was enacted under the nose of 
the Delaware, which was ready on the instant to ex- 
tend relief in case it were required. Could any of 
the friends of the navy at Washington have seen 
what was then admired by hundreds, we would hear | 
no more of sending the Delaware back to the yard, | 
and throwing cold water upon a scheme in which the | 
feelings of so many good men throughout the country 
are so deeply interested.— Norfolk Beacon, July 21. 











Gun Locxs.—Yesterday a trial took place, on the | 
ball cartridge ground on the west front of the Citadel, | 
of the comparative merits of the ordinary flint and) 
steel lock, in general use in the army, and the percus- | 
sion lock, with which the muskets of the Coldstream | 
Regiment of Guards are provided. The number of 
muskets, of each lock, were equal, and the shots put ! 
into the target by the percussion locks were, if we | 
are correctly informed, as two to one above the flint) 
and steel. Upwards of thirty shots from the flint | 
locks missed fire during the three rounds, whilst from | 
the locks of the Coldstream only one miss-fire occurred 
and that was from a defective main-spring. The su- | 
periority of the percussion lock, under ordinary cir- | 
cumstances, may be considered as fairly established. | 
— Quebec Gazette. 
————— EEE, 


Original Poetry. | 











TO THE MEMORY OF 
CAPTAIN GEORGE H. GRIFFIN, U.8.A., 
Who died in Florida, October, 1839. 


When should a comrade mourn? 

If not for manly worth and nobleness of soul— 
High-hearted courage, that hath e’er sustained 
Its proud-toned feeling—in the exhausting care 
Of unrewarded toil—the sick’ning sense of hope defer’d, | 
As in the battle’s front—not gaily deck’d 
In pomp of glorious war, but clouded o’er 
With savage mystery and deceitful gloom, 

When should a tear be shed? | 
If not for one, wh» in the bloom 
Of full-blown promise, when hope was high 
And life was buoyant, hath met his hail 
From this bright world, antl left, in the full hearts 
Of those his path had touch’d, an empty space, 
Which ne’er will find relief or image there, 
But in the shadowy hues of memory’s touch. 





When should affection weep? 
If not for him, whose brightening hopes of life 
Were thus untimely blighted—whose rising-star, 
Ere it had gained the zenith of its course, 
Eclips’d in bitter darkness—whose last sad hour 
Was all unhallow’d by the voice of love— . 
And for whose requiem, at his drear, lone grave, 
Only a stranger sigh’d, a contrade only wept. 





‘tenant Ist July, 1540. 


Corps of Engineers. 
Second Lieutenant Isaac J. Stevens, to be Ist Lieu- 
tenant, Ist July 1840. 
Rank. 1. Cadet Paul O. Hebert, to be 2d Lieuten- 


ant, Ist July 1840. 


Ordnance Department. 

First Lieutenant John Williamson, to be Captain 22d 
May, 1840, vice d’Lagnel, deceased. 

Second Lieutenant Peter V. Hagner, to be Ist 
Lieutenant 22d May, 1840, vice Williamson, promoted. 

2. Cadet Charles P. Kingsbury, to be 2d Lieutenant, 
Ist July, 1840. 

3. Cadet John McNutt, to be brevet 2d Lieutenant 
Ist July, 1840. 

First Regiment of Dragoons. 

13. Cadet Richard S. Ewell, to be brevet 2d Lieuten- 
ant Ist July, 1840. [Co. E.] 

26. Cadet John W. T. Gardiner, to be brevet 2d 
Lieutenant Ist July, 1840. [B.]J 

37. Cadet Wm. G. Torrey, to be brevet 2d Lieu- 
tenant Ist July, 1840. [A.] 

Second Regiment of Dragoons. 

First Lieutenarm: Alexander S. Macomb, to be Cap- 
tain, 1Sth Kebruary, 1840, vice Dade, dismissed. 

First Lieutenant Croghan Ker, to be Captain 8th 
March, 1840, vice Winder, deceased. 

2d Lieut. H. W. Merrill, to be Ist Lieutenant 18th 
February, 1840, vice Macomb, promoted. 

2d Lieut. Owen P. Ransom, to be Ist Lieutenant 18th 
February, 1840, vice Hardia, dismissed. 

2d Lieut. Henry H. Sibley, to be Ist Lieutenant 8th 
March, 1840, vice Ker, promoted. 

19. Cadet Fowler Hamilton, to be 2d Lieutenant 


Ist July, 1840. [A.J] 
22. Cadet Oscar F. Winship, to be 2d Lieutenant 
Ist July, 1840. Cc 


[C.} 
27. Cadet Reuben P. Campbell, to be 2d Lieutenant 


“Ist July, 1840. 


[F. 
30 Cadet Wm. Robertson, to be brevet 2d Lieu — 
ant, Ist July, 1840. [D.] 
31. Cadet Wm. Steele, to be brevet 2d Lieutenant 
Ist July, 1840. [G.] 
38. Cadet Daniel G. Rodgers, to be brevet 2d Lieu- 


(K.] 
First Regiment of Artillery. 
14. Cadet James G. Martin, to be 2d Lieutenant Ist 


July, 1840. {E.J 
18. Cadet Wm. Hays, to be 2d Lieutenant Ist July, 
1840. [C.} 


Third Regiment of Artillery. 
2d Lieut. James L. Rankin, to be Ist Lieutenant Ist 
April, 1840, vice Board, resigned. 
4. Cadet William P. Jones, to be 22 Lieutenant 1st 


July, 1540. [C.] 
5. Cadet William Gilham, to be 2d Lieutenant Ist 
July, 1840. (E.] 
6. Cadet Wm. T. Sherman, to be 2d Lieutenant Ist 
July, 1840. [A.] 
8. Cadet Wm. H. Churchill, to be 2d Lieutenant Ist 
July, 1840. [B.] 
9. Cadet Stewart Van Vliet, to be 2d Lieutenant Is 

| July, 1840. [F.] 
12. Cadet George H. Thomas, to be 2d Lieutenant 
Ist July, 1540. {H.] 
6. Cadet Horace B. Field, to be 2d Lieutenant Ist 
July, 1840. [I.} 


Fourth Regiment of Artillery. 
10. Cadet John P. McCown, to be 2d Lieutenant Ist 
July, 1840. . 
11. Cadet Francis N. Clark, to be 2d Lieutenant Is 
July, 1840. [D.] 








| 
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15. Cadet George W. Getty, to be 2d Lieutenant Ist 

July, 1540. [C.] | 

Firsi Regiment of Infantry. | 

Theophile d’Oremiculx, to be 2d Licutenant Ist July, | 
1840. [F.] 

7. Cadet Job R. H. Lancaster, to be 2d Lieutenant ; 

Ist July, 1840. [I.].! 

25. Cadet Step. TD. Carpenter, to be brevet 2d Lieu- | 

tenant Ist July, 1840. (1.] | 

Second Regiment of Infantry. 
20. Cadet Bryant P. Tilden, jr., to be 2d Lieutenant | 


Ist July, 1840. [E.] | 
25..Cadet James N. Caldwell, to be brevet 2d Lieu- 
tenant Ist July, 1849. [D.]) 


42. Cadet John D. Bacon, to be brevet 2d L ieuten- | 

ant Ist July, 1540. [F.] | 
Third Regiment of Infantry. 

2d Lieut. Lewis S. Craig, to be Ist Lieutenant Ist 
June, 1840, vice Martin, resigned. 

23. Cadet Bushrod R. Johnson, to be 2d Lieutenant | 
Ast July, 1840. * [(E]!] 

34. Cadet Henry D. Wallen, to be brevet 2d Lien- | 
tenant Ist July, 1840. [K.] | 


Fourth Regiment of Infuntry. — . 

Second Lieutenant William G. Grandin, to be ist | 
Lieutenant Ist April, 1840, vice Hooper, resigned. 
21. Cadet Thaddeus Higgins, to be 2d Lieutenant 1st 


| 


“4 


July, 1840. [G.] | 
33. Cadet Oliver L. Shepherd, to be brevet 2d Lieu-| 
tenant Ist July, 1840. [F.]| 


Fifth Regiment of Infantry. 


i 


Ist Licut. James L. Thompson, to be Captain Ist} 


March, 1840, vice Low, resigned. 
2d Lieut. Daniel H. McPhail, to. be Ist Licutenant 
ist March, 1849, vice Thompson, promoted. i 
17. Cadet Henry Whiting, to be 2d Lieutenant Ist! 


July, 1840. fl. 
28. Cadet Pinkney Lugenbcel, to be brevet 2d Lieu-| 
tenant Ist July, 1840 B.1} 


41. Cadet Thomas Jordan, to be brevet 2d Lieuten- | 
ant Ist July, 1840. [E.] | 
Sizth Regiment of Infantry. 

32. Cadet Robert P. Maclay, to be brevet 2d Lieu- 
tenant Ist July, 1840. B. 
43. Cadet Douglass S. Irwin, to be brevet 2d Lieu- 
.enant Ist July, 1849. [H.] | 
Seventh Regiment of Infantry. 
24. Cadet Charles H. Humber, to be 2d Lieutenant 
ist July, 1840. [C J 
29. Cadet Henry Wardwell, to be brevet 2d Lieu- 
tenant Ist July, 1840. [G.] 
Eighth Regiment of Infantry. 
36. Cadet Joseph L. Folsom, to be brevet 2d Lieu- 
tenant Ist July, 1840. [H.J! 
39. Cadet Wm. B. Johns, to be brevet 2d Lieuten | 
ant Ist July, 1540. [E.]| 


Medical Depariment. 
Asst. Surgeon Geo. F. ‘Turner, to be Surgeon Ist | 
January, 1540. 
Thomas C. Madison, of Florida, to be Asst. Sur-! 
eon 27th February, 1840. | 
Alfred W. Kennedy, of Kentucky, to be Assistant! 
Surgeon 15th Jane, 1840. | 
Wm. H. Van Buren, of Pennsylvania, to be Asst. | 
Surgeon 15th June, 1840. 
Joseph K. Barnes, of Pennsylvania, to be Assistant | 
Surgeon 15th June, 1840. 
John Robertson, of Delaware, to be Assistant Sur- 
geon, 15th June, 1840 
Levi H. Holden, of Rhode Island, to be Asst. Sur- | 
geon 15th June, 1840. 
John 8. Griffin, of Kentucky, to be Assistant Sur-| 
geon 18th June, 1840, 





TRANSFER. 
2d Lieut. Thomas L. Ringgold, of the 4th regiment 





of artillery, is transferred to the Ordnance Department, 


and will stand on the list next below 2d Lieutenant 
Callender. 


es Sa 


II... CASUALTIES. (16.) 
RESIGNATIONS. (10.) 


Capt. Gideon Lowe, 5th infantry, 29th Feb., 1540. 
Ist Lieut. Buckner Board, 3d artillery, 3ist March’ 
1840. 


Ist Lieut. Wilmot Martin, 3a infantry, 31st May, 


Ist Lieut. John L. Hooper, 4th infantry, 31st March, 
1840. 

2d Lieut. J. T. Metcalf, Ordnance, 31st May, 1840. 

2d Lt. W. H. Korn, Ist infantry, 15th March, 1840. 

2d Lieut. E. W. Hardenbergh, 2d infantry, 31st 
May, 1840. 

Asst. Surgeon Robert Archer, 29th February, 1840. 

Asst. Surgeon George R. Clark, 17th June, 1840. 

Asst. Surgeon R. McSherry, jr., 30th April, 1840. 


DEATHS. (4.) 

Captain J. A. d@’Lagnel, Ordnance, at New York, 
2ist May, 1840. 

Capt. Ed. S. Winder, 2d dragoons, Eastern Shore, 
Md., 7th March, 1840. 

Capt. Washington Hood, Corps of Topographical 
Engineers, Bedford, Penn., 17th July, 1840. 

*2d Lieut. James S. Sanderson, 7th infantry, eight 
miles from Fort Micanopy, Fla., 19th May, 1840. 


DISMISSED. (2.) 


Capt. T. Dade, 2d dragoons, 17th Feb., 1840. 

Ist Lieut. W. Hardia, 2d dragoons, 17th Feb., 1840. 

Ilf. The officers promoted and appointed will join 
their proper stations and companies without delay; and 
those on detached service, or acting under special or- 
ders and instructions, will report by letter to their re- 
spective colonels. 

IV. The graduates of the Military Academy above 
promoted, will proceed to join their respective compa- 
nies on or before the 30th September, except those as- 
signed to the dragoons, who will report for temporary 
duty and instruction to the commandant of the Carlisle 
Barracks. The 2d lieutenants, appointed in the 3d 
regiment of artillery, will report to the commanding 
officer of Fort Columbus, and those assigned to the 8th 
infantry to the commanding officer at Madison Bar- 
racks, 

VY. Acceptances, or non-acceptances of all appoint- 
ments, will be reported to the Adjutant General of the 


| army; and in case of acceptance, the birth-place of the 


persons appointed will be stated. 
By orper or Avexannier Maconsa, 
Major-General-Commanding-in- Chief: 
R. JONES, Adjt. Gen. 
AFTER Orper.—July 22, 1840. 
Corps of Topographical Engineers. 
Ist Lieut. Howard Stansbury, to be Captain, 18th 
July, 1840, vice Hood, deceased. 
2d Lieut. Lorenzo Sitgreaves, to be ist Lieutenant, 
18th July, 1840, vice Stansbury, promoted. 
Bvt: 2d Lieut, George Thom, to be 2d Lieutenant, 
18th July, 1840, vice Sitgreaves, promoted. 
R. JONES, .4d7t General. 


* Killed in action by the Indians in Florida. 








Wiliiary Fnatelligence. 
Medical Staff.—Asst. Sur. S. R. Arnold, ordered for 
duty at Mount Vernon, Ala., arsenal. 

2d Dragoons.—Leave to. 1st Lieut. L. Pike Graham, 
extended to October 15. 

ist Artillery.—Leave to Ist Lieut. J. H. Winder, 
extended one month. 

4th Infantry.—1st Lt. H. L. Scott, on general re- 
eruiting service, in place of Captain J. Page, on spe- 
cial duty. 

8th Infantry.—Kight companies, under command of 
Col. Worth, arrived at Jefferson Barracks, July 11, 
from Fort Crawford. 110 recruits ordered to Madison 


Barracks, for companies E and H. 
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Vaval Intelligence. 





U. 8S. VESSELS OF WAR REPORTED. 

Schr. Grampus, Lt. Comd’t. J. S. Paine, arrived at 
Boston, July 21, from a cruise on the coast of Africa, 
last from St. Thomas. Left Monrovia, on the 6th June, 
and St. T. July 8. She has not lost a man during the 
cruise. Officers: Lieut. Com’g. J. S. Paine, Lieut. 
Wm. P. Griffin, Acting Master W. Ross Gardner, 
Assistant Surgeon E. J. Rutter, Passed Midshipman 
A.S. Whittier, Midshipmen E. A. Barnett, E. A. Stiles, 


clods, and at least eight pounds from the neck end of each fore- 
perm or the parts marked Nos. 1, 2 and 3, on the drawing or 

elineation of the fore and hind quarters of an ox, which will be 
attached to and form a part of the contract, must be wholiy ex- 
cluded from cach barrel, and the remainder of the carcass must 
be cut in pieces of not less than eight pounds each. 

The Pork must be packed from corn-fed well-fattened hogs, 
weighing not less than two hundred pounds each, exeluding the 
heads, joles, necks, shoulders, hams, legs, feet, and lard—and all 
refuse pieces—and must be cut in pieces weighing uot less than 
six pounds each. 

Both the Beef and Pork must be slaughtered between the Ist 
November next and the periods of delivery, and must be salted 
with at least one bushel of cantin Turk’s Island, Isle of May, or 





and A. M’Laughlin, Purser 'T. Paine. 

Brig Consort, Lt. Comdt. J. Glynn, sailed from 
Charleston, July 22, for Brunswick, Geo., to complete 
the survey of Sapelo. 

Schr. Wave, Lt. Comdt. J. Rodgers, at Havana, Ju- 
ly 11, from Key West. 

Mepirerranean squapron.—F rigate Brandy wine,Cap- 
tain W. C. Bolton, at Cadiz, June 8, from Lisbon. 

Wesr Ixpia squapron.—Ship Erie, Comm’r. W. V. 
Taylor, arrived at Pensacola, July 8. 

Frigate Macedonian, Commo. Shubrick, ships Le- 
vant, Comm’r. Smoot, and Erie, Comm’r. Taylor, sail- 
ed from Pensacola, July 11, for Boston. 

Brazit squapron.—Ship Decatur, Comm’r. Ogden, 
Commo. Ridgely, off Cape Frio, June. 

Ship Marion, Comm’r. Belt, sailed from Montevideo 
for Buenos Ayres, May 25. 

Paciric squapron.—Frigate Constitution, Capt. D. 
Turner, Commo. Claxton, at Callao, April 12, for Gua- 
yaquil; all well. 

Exrrioring Exrepition.—Ship Vincennes, Lt. Comdt. 
Wilkes, and ship Peacock, Lt. Comdt. Hudson, at 
Sydney, N. S. W. March 12. 

Tender Flying Fish, at the Bay of Islands, New 
Zealand, March 15—all well. 

The brig Porpoise is the only vessel of the squadron 
which has not been heard from since their cruise to the 
Southward. 








DEA THS. 


In Portsmouth, Va., on Thursday last, Mr. JOHN 
L. BALL, late lieutenant in the U.S. may 

At the Pensacola navy yard, on the 9th inst., after 
an illness of 24 hours, Horatio, aged four years and 
four months, son of Commander H. H. Cocke, of the 
U. S. navy; also, on the 11th instant, after an illness of 
two days, aged two years, four months and 21 days, 
Euizazetu; daughter of the said bereaved parent. 

«Ah, what is life ? a little bloom, 

Sweet looks and converse sweet beguile; 

Anon, the winding sheet and tomb— 

These, all that’s left, of bloom and smile.” 


At Piney Point, on Monday, the 27th instant, Mary 
Euizanetu, daughter of Captain A. R. Herzsi, of the 
the U. S. army, aged ten months. | 














NAVY BEEF AND PORK, FOR 1841. 
Navy Commisstovers’ Orrice, July 24, 1840. 


GEALED OFFERS, endorsed “ Offers for Beef’? or “ Offers | 
for Pork,’ as the case may be, will be received at this office | 
until 3 o’clock, P. M, of the 3lst day of August next, for fur-| 
nishing and delivering, free of all cost aud charge to the United | 
States, two thousand six hundred barrels ( 2,600 bbls.) of Navy | 
Beef, and two thousand one hundred barrels (2,100 bbls.) of | 
Navy Pork, each barrel to contain two hundred pounds nett | 
weight of beef or pork. 

Seven hundred barrels (700 bbls.) of the Pork to be delivered 
at the Navy Yard, Uharlestown, Massachusetts. 

Two tnousand barrels ( 2,000 bbls.) of the Beef, and nine hun- 
dred barrels ( 900 bbls.) of the Pork, to be delivered at the Navy 
Yard, Brooklyn, New York. 

And six hundred barrels (600 bbls.) of the Beef, and five hun- 
dred barrels ( 500 bbls.) of the Pork, to be delivered at the Navy 
Yard, Gosport, Virginia. 

All of the said Beef and Pork to be delivered between the 15th 
March and the 25th May, 1841, unless earlier deliveries should 
be authorized by the Navy Commissioners. an 

The beef must be packed from well-fattened cattle, weighing 
not less than five hundred pounds nett weight each. The legs 
and leg rands of the hind quarters, and the shins and shoulder 





St. Ubes salt, and with five ounces of pure pulverized saltpetre to 


| each barrel, exclusive of a pickle, to be made from fresh water, 
| as strong as salt can make it. 


The barrels to be made of the best seasoned heart of white oak 
or white ash staves and heading, not less than three-fourths of an 
inch thick; to be hooped at least three-fourths over with the best 

| white oak or hickory hoops, except the cross hoop, which must 
| be of iron, at least one inch wide, and not less than the denomina- 
tion No. 17; all at the expense of the respective contractors. 
Each barrel must be branded on its head ‘* Navy Beef,”’ of “* Na- 
| vy Pork,’ as the case may be, with contractor’s name, and the 
year when packed, 

The Beef and the Pork will be inspected by the inspecting offi- 
cers at the respective Navy Yards aforesaid, and by some “sworn 
| inspectors of alt provisions,’? who will be selected by the res pec- 
| tive commanding officers; but their charges for such inspection 
| must be paid by the respective contractors, who must hkewise 
| have the barrels put in good shipping order, to the satisfaction of 

the commandants of the respective Navy Yards aforesaid, after 
| the inspections, and at their own expense. 

| Bidders must specify their prices separately and distinctly, in 
| Separate offers for the Beef and for the Pork, and for each of the 


| 


| places of delivery, covering all expenses and charges. 


| . Letters from persons binding themselves to become sureties, if 
the offers are accepted, and other letters from some navy agent, 
commandant ata navy yard, or other person well known to the 

) Department, must accompany the offers of each person, and state 
the beliefof the writer that the person offering to contract is 
practically acquainted by experience with the best mode of cur- 
ing and packing beef and pork, and has the ability to perform his 
contract in a satisfactory manner, and that his sureties have also 
the ability, in case of failure on the part of the contractor, to pay 
the amount of their bonds. 

| ‘The Board of Navy Commisssoners reserve to themselves the 
right to reject all offers from persons who have heretofore failed 

| to fulfil their contracts, or who do not forward satisfactory letters 

| showing their ability, and the ability of their sureties, to com- 
plete the contracts. 

| Bonds in one-third the amount of the respective contracts will 
be required, and ten per centum in addition will be withheld 
from the amount of each payment to be made, as collateral secu- 
rity for the due and faithtul performance of their respective con- 
tracts, which will, on no account, be paid until the contracts are 
complied with in all respects—and isto be forfeited to the use 
and benefit of the United States in the event of failures to com- 
plete the deliveries within the prescribed periods. And in case of 
failure on the part of the contractors to deliver the aforesaid beef 
and pork within the times specified, the Navy Commissioners to 
have the right to direct purchases to be made to supply the defi- 


| ciencies, and any excess of cost to be charged to, and paid by, the 
| contractors. Payment will be made ” the United States ( ex- 
d 


cepting the ten per centum to be withheld until the completion of 
the contracts as before stated) within thirty days after the said 
beef and pork shall have been inspected and received, and bills for 
the same shall be presented to the navy agents, respectively, duly 
approved by the commandants of the respective vavy yards, ac- 
cording to the terms of the contracts. 

The parts of the beefto be excluded from the barrel will be 
particularly designated in the engravings to be attached to the 
contracts. Persons interested can obtain them on application at 


| this office. July —td 





SEMAPHORIC TELEGRAPH. 
Just received, and for sale at the office of the Army and Navy 
Chronicle, 
JOHN R. PARKER’S SEMAPHORIC TELEGRAPH SiG- 
NAL BOOK and UNITED STATES TELEGRAPH VOCA- 
BULARY, in Three Parts; containing, 


| The Marine Telegraph and Holyhead systems of conversation, 


adapted tothe use of the Semaphoric Telegraph, embracing 
30,000 words, phrases and sentences, numerically arranged for 
conversation between vessels at sea; as well as communications 
on shore 3 

The Marine Telegraph Register, of 2,000 vessels which have 
adopted the Semaphoric system of comnrunication with the 
Marine Telegraph flags. 

Sets of flags, with a designating number and Signal Book, sup- 
pled by B. HOMANS, 


June |—6m Agent for the Proprietor. 





OFFICIAL NAVAL REGISTER, ror 1840.—A few 
copies for sale at this office. Ap. 2 








80 ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 
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ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 
The irregular appearance of the Army and Navy 
* -Chronicle has been the most serious impediment to its 
. success. That irregularity can be obviated for the 
\ future by a very simple plan, which is easy of accom- 
* plishment and will require but Jittle exertion on the 
part of its friends. 

The editor has on hand one hundred complete sets for 
the years 1836, 7, 8, and 9, (excepting the month of 
October, 1839, not yet printed,) which he offers at half 
price, or ten dollars for the four years. If these can be 
disposed of, it will produce the sum of one thousand 
dollars, which with current subscriptions will ensure 
the future punctual appearance of the Chronicle. 

There are surely one hundred officers in the army and 
navy, without counting upon individuals out of the ser- 
vice, public libraries and other institutions, who would 
be glad to possess the only authentic and permanent re- 
cord of military and naval events published in this 
country. 

If there be any who wish to secure a set, but whose 
stations are so remote or uncertain that they cannot 
conveniently receive and take care of it, they can re- 
mit the money, and the set will be laid aside, subject to 
order at any moment. 

Not a week elapses without applications for missing 
numbers to complete files; and many subscribers have 
declared that they would not part with theirs on any 
terms, if they could not be replaced, July 16 








Orrice or Commissary Genera. or Sunsistrence, 
Washington, July 1st, 1840. 
GETARATE proposals will be received at this office until the 
first day of October next, for the delivery of provisions in bulk 
for the use of the troops of the United States, upon inspection, as 


follows: 
At New Orleans. 
100 barrels of Pork 
200 barrels of fresh superfine Flour 
80 bushels of new white field Beans 
1,500 pounds of good hard Soap 
40 Bushels of good clean dry Salt 


At the public landing, six miles from Fort Towson 
mouth of the Chiemicht. 
400 barrels of Pork 
800 barrels of fresh superfine Ffour 
360 bushels of new white field Beans 
6,000 pounds of good hard Soap 
160 bushels of good clean dry Salt 
The whole to be delivered in all the month of April, 1841, and 
to leave Natchitoches by the 20th February, 1841. 


At Fort Smith, Arkansas. 
1,000 barrels of Pork 
2,009 barrels of fresh superfine Flour 
900 bushels of new white field Beans 
15,000 pounds of good hard Soap 
400 bushels of good clean dry Salt 
The whole to be delivered in all the month of May, 1841. 


At St. Louis, or Jefferson Barracks, Misseuri. 
500 barrels of Pork 
1,000 barrels of fresh superfine Flour 
450 bushels of new white field Beans 
- 7,500 paunds of good hard Soap 
200 bushels of good clean dry Salt 


At Fort Crawford, Prairie du Chien, Mississippi river. 
200 barrels of Pork 
400 barrels of fresh superfine Flour 
180 bushels ofnew white field Beans 
.8,000 pounds of good hard Soap 
2,000 pounds of good hard tallow Candles 
80 bushels of good clean dry Salt 
The whole to be ok eer by the ist of June, 1841. 
At Fort Snelling, St. Peters. 
400 barrels of Pork 
800 barrels of fresh superfine Flour 
360 bushels of new white field *eans 
6,000 pounds of good hard Soap 
4,000 pounds of good hard tallow Candles 
160 bushels of good clean dry Salt 
The whole to be delivered by the 15th of June, 1841. 
At Fort Winnebago, on Fox river, at the portage of Fox 
and Wiskonsin rivers. 
300 barrels of Pork 
600 barrels of fresh superfine Flour 
270 bushels of new white field Beans 
4,500 pounds of good hard Soap 
3,000 pounds of good hard tallow Candles 
120 bushels of good’elean dry Salt 
The whole to be delivered by the first of June, 1841, 


At Fort Howard, Green Bay 
200 barrels of Pork 
400 barrels of fresh superfine Flour 
180 bushels of new white Beans 
3,000 pounds of good hard Soap 
2,000 pounds of good hard taliow Candles 


80 bushels of go Clean dry Salt 
The whole to be deliveTed by the first of June, 1841. 


At Fort Brady, Sault de Ste. Marve. 
100 barrels of Pork 
200 barrels of fresh superfine Flour 
90 bushels of new white field Beans 
1,500 pounc¢s of good hard Soap 
1,000 pounds of good hard tallow Candles 
40 bushels of good clean dry Salt 


5 


The whole to be delivered by the first of June, 1841. 
At Hancock Barracks, Houlton, Maine. 


400 barrels of Pork 
800 barrels of fresh superfine flour 
360 bushels of new white field Beans 
6,000 pounds of good hard Soap 
4,000 pounds of good hard tallow Candles 
160 bushels of good clean dry Salt 
The whole to be delivered in December, 1840, and January and 


February, 184]. 
At New York. 


400 barrels of Vork 

800 barrels of fresh superfine Flour 

360 bushels of new white field Beans 
6,000 pounds of good hard Soap 

160 bushels of good clean dry Salt 


: At Baltimore. 
200 barrels of Pork 
400 barrels of fresh superfine Flour 
180 bushels of new white field Beans 
3,000 pounds of good hard Soap 
80 bushels of good clean dry Salt 


Nore.—All bidders are requested to extend the amount of their 
bids for each article, and exhibit the total amount of each bid. 

The periods and quantities of each delivery at these posts 
where they are not specified, will be one-fourth Ist June, Ist Sep- 
tember, Ist December, 1841, and Ist March, 1842. 

The hogs of which the pork is packed, to be fattened on corn, 
and each hog to weigh not less than two hundred pounds, and con- 
sist of one hog to each barrel, excluding the feet, legs, ears and 
snout. Side pieces may be substituted for the hams. The Pork 
is to be first salted with Turks Island salt, and then carefully pack 
ed with the same article, in pieces not exceeding ten pounds each. 
When the packing has been completed, the contractor must fur- 
nish to this office a certificate from the packer, that the Pork has 
been so salted and packed. The Pork to be contained in season- 
ed heart of white oak or white ash barrels, full hooped; the 
Beans in water-tight barrels, and the Soap and Candles in strong 
boxes of convenient size for transportation. Salt will only be re- 
ceived by measurement of thirty-two quarts to the bushel. The 
Candles to have cotton qicks. The provisions for Prairie du 
Chien and St. Peters, must pass St. Louis for their ultimate des- 
tination, by the 15th of April, 1841. A failure in this particular 
will be considered a breach of eontract, and the Department will 
be authorized to purchase to supply these posts. 

The provisions will be inspected at the time and place of de- 
livery, and all expenses to be paid by contractors until they are 
deposited at such store-houses as may be designated by the agents 
of the Department. 

The Commissary General reserves the privileg~ of increasing 
or diminishing the quantities, or of dispeusing with one or more 
articles, at any time before entering into contract, and also of in- 
creasing or reducing the quantities of each delivery one-third, 
subseyuent to contract, on giving sixty days previous notice. 

Bidders, not heretofore contractors, are required to accompany 
their proposals with evidence of their ability, together with the 
names of their sureties, whose responsibility must be certified by 
the District Attorney, or by some person well known to the 
Government, otherwise their proposals will not be acted on. 

Advances cannot be made i: any case; and evidence of inspec- 
tion and full delivery will be required at this office before requi- 
tion will be made upon the Treasury for payment, which will be 
effected in such public money as may be convenient to the points 
of delivery, the places of purchase, or the residence of the con- 
tractors. 

No drafts on this office will be accepted or paid under any cir- 
cumstances, 

Each proposal will be sealed in a separate envelope,and marked 
** Proposals for furnishing Army Subsistence.” 

GO. GIBSON, C.G S. 

July 9—t Sept. 20 


ARMY, NAVY, AND MARINE UNIFORMS. 
OHN SMITH, (late of West Point,) would respectfully in- 
form the officers of the army and navy, that he is now enabled 
to furnish tc the different corps their uniform ¢omplete, all made 
of the best materials, and forwarded with despatch. 
To prevent errors, the Legislature of New York has authorized 
him to change his name to Joun S. Fraser; therefore all letters 








hereafter will be addressed to , JOHN S. FRASER 
Marclt 5—tf 168 Pearl street,New York. 
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